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TRIBAL MEDIA

The Southern Ute Drum 
gains recognition at SPJ
By Jeremy Wade Shockley

The Southern Ute Drum

The Southern Ute Drum 
garnered numerous awards 
for outstanding photogra-
phy and journalism in 2018 
from the Society of Pro-
fessional Journalists (SPJ). 
The newspaper joined the 
SPJ association in 2011, 
and has continued to earn 
journalistic accolades in 
the years since. 

The newest member of 
our news team – McKayla 
Lee, Reporter/Photographer 
for The Southern Ute Drum, 
brought home a Third Place 
award in News Photogra-
phy for “Ute voices, tribal 
histories shared in Denver,” 
covering History Colorado’s 
“Written on the Land: Ute 
Voices, Ute History” exhibit. 

The Southern Ute Drum’s 
dedicated coverage of the 
Tri-Ute Games Tribal Fair 
brought home two more pho-
tojournalism awards for the 
newspaper. Public Relations 
Coordinator Trennie Collins 
earned Second Place in Fea-
ture Photography, for “Hors-
ing Around” covering the 
equestrian aspects of Igna-
cio’s Tribal Fair.  Newspaper 
Editor, Jeremy Wade Shock-
ley garnered a Third Place in 
Sports Photography for “Ute 
Archers” for coverage of the 
annual Tri-Ute Games. 

Former Southern Ute 
Drum reporter, Maria Rive-
ra earned Second Place in 
Business: General Report-
ing for her article on a local 
boxing gym, titled “Ring in 
2018 like a champ.”

The Southern Ute Drum 
competes in its circulation 
class, listed as newspapers 
under 5,000 copies per print. 
Never-the-less, our publica-
tion competes in SPJ’s Re-
gion 9, which is comprised 
of newspapers and maga-
zines across Wyoming, Utah, 
Colorado and New Mexico. 

The Top of the Rockies 
award reception was held in 
Denver, Friday May, 3 at the 
Denver Press Club.

The Southern Ute Drum turns 50!
Special four-page historic section
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Gathering returns to Tingley

Outside of Tingley 
Coliseum Southern Ute 
Brave, Levi Lopez and 
his sister, Little Miss 
Southern Ute, Patience 
Watts stand for a photo. 
The two siblings were 
enjoying a moment 
outside under clear skies 
following the Grand 
Entry for the Gathering 
of Nations Powwow on 
Saturday, April 27 in 
Albuquerque, N.M.

See Gathering of Nations 
photos on page 10.

McKayla Lee/SU Drum

McKayla Lee/SU Drum
McKayla Lee won Third Place in News Photography for 
“Ute voices, tribal histories shared in Denver.”

Trennie Collins/SU Drum
Trennie Collins won Second Place in Feature Photography 
for “Horsing Around.”

Jeremy Wade Shockley/SU Drum
Jeremy Wade Shockley won Third Place in Sports 
Photography for “Ute Archers.”

TRIBAL MEDIA

A brief history of the 
Southern Ute Drum 

By Fabian Martinez 
The Southern Ute Drum

Thursday, May 9th of 
this year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the South-
ern Ute Drum. Since its 
first publication in 1969, 
the Southern Ute Drum 
has continued to provide 
a newspaper for the trib-
al membership and the 
surrounding Ignacio area. 
The Drum, for many in-
dividuals, has become a 
“legacy” of the Southern 
Ute Tribe by meticulously 
documenting current trib-
al history and milestones 
throughout the years. 

For many individuals 
looking back at the Drum 
is a nostalgic reminder 
of events of the past like 
countless Bear Dances, 
powwows, tribal fairs, 
meetings, Tribal Council 
inaugurations and many 
other events. These events 
are also nostalgic because 
they allow us to remem-
ber those tribal members 
who have passed on. The 
Southern Ute Drum is his-
tory for the Tribe and its 
members, but it also has 
a history itself. Very few 
know the entire story but 
it can be pieced togeth-
er by looking carefully 
at its pages and talking 
with those who were there 
throughout the decades.  

By the early 1900’s, 
newspapers were the most 
popular form of media to 
get your news. Within La 
Plata county three newspa-
pers existed after the year 
1910: The Durango Her-
ald, The Bayfield Blade 
and The Ignacio Chieftain. 
The Ignacio Chieftain was 
first published in 1910 and 
is often a very sentimental 
memory for many elders. 
Its “iconic” flag shows a 
picture of the chief wear-
ing a war bonnet along 
with the massive script 
for the newspaper’s name. 
Not much is known about 
the origin of the news-
paper other than it was a 
family owned business. 

For a time, The Chieftain 
was published in Ignacio 
weekly and was an import-
ant lifeline for the commu-
nity because the newspa-
per featured coverage of 
events within Ignacio and 
Bayfield. It had a section 
dedicated to the school 
lunch menu, and a column 
that was close to a “person-
als” section. Within these 
“personals” sections, fam-
ilies and individuals would 
highlight what is going on 
in their life. As an exam-
ple: “Mr. and Mrs. ‘Smith’ 
visited their daughter Jane 
and her husband Clarke on 
Monday in Durango.” For 
many younger individuals, 
this type of column seems 
out of place, but for those 
living in the area during 
1950’s, it made sense. This 
column, in some cases, 
was one of the best ways to 
keep in contact with others 
in a predigital age. 

The Ignacio Chieftain 
continued to publish and 
provide for the Ignacio 
and Bayfield communities 
into the mid-1970’s when 
it ceased production. By 
this time, The Southern 
Ute Drum had become 
fully established as a for-
mal paper dedicated to the 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
beginning in 1969. 

The idea of getting a 
newspaper for the tribe 
started as early as 1954 
when the idea was pro-
posed by Bob Bennett to 
Dr. James Jefferson while 
he was stationed in Vir-
ginia during his military 

career.
“I was told by Bennett 

that the Tribe should start 
a newspaper,” said Jeffer-
son. “And so, I wrote a 
letter to the Tribal Council 
and the Council started the 
‘Drum.’” 

The newspaper at that 
time was a small newsletter 
operated by Eddie Box Sr., 
and little is known about the 
newsletter other than it op-
erated in a small capacity. 
In 1969, the formal South-
ern Ute Drum newspaper 
was developed, and Dr. Jef-
ferson became the first edi-
tor of the paper. The paper 
operated in the Tribal Af-
fairs building with a hand 
press that was operated by 
Dr. Jefferson himself. Jef-
ferson would print notices 
and ads for the tribe. 

By 1972, Charles Trim-
ble, a member of the La-
kota Sioux tribe, received 
a grant to develop the Na-
tive American Press As-
sociation. The Drum was 
one of the early members 
of the association with Dr. 
Jefferson as the president 
of the association. 

Jefferson would oper-
ate the Drum with a small 
staff and produce a news-
paper that was biweekly 
and be printed out of the 
office. 

“[At first] we worked 
with the Durango Herald, 
then we went to Farming-
ton, and finally the Pagosa 
Springs Sun,” explained 
Jefferson. “I was in charge 

THREE SPRINGS

GF Properties Group seeks tribal 
member for trainee position
By Jeremy Wade Shockley

The Southern Ute Drum

The GF Properties Group, 
LLC is seeking an interested 
Southern Ute tribal member 
for a unique trainee position 
at Three Springs in Duran-
go, Colo. 

The Facilities Technician 
Trainee position is open 
to applicants with little to 
no experience, but must be 
18 years of age and have a 
high school diploma. The 
program could be as long 
as three years, or shorter 
depending on the individu-
al’s previous experience and 
certifications. 

“This is a great way to 
start a career,” emphasized 
Maria Baker, assistant HR 
manager for the Southern 
Ute Growth Fund. Appli-
cants would receive on the 
job training and certifica-
tions in building systems 

maintenance. “It could be 
quicker if they have some 
of the experience already,” 
Baker stated. 

The position entails most-
ly field type operations, day-
to-day maintenance to keep 
Three Springs running well 
and looking good, explained 
Tim Zink, real estate portfo-
lio manager for GF Proper-

ties Group. 
The focus is on GF Prop-

erties owned assets: Three 
commercial buildings, 15 
rental units, vacant lots and 
the undeveloped property 
to the north leased for agri-
cultural use. “On the vacant 
lots, it’s about keeping the 

Jeremy Wade Shockley/SU Drum
GF Properties Group, LLC oversees commercial and 
residential units adjacent to the Plaza in Three Springs. 

GF Properties page 12 

Jeremy Wade Shockley/SU Drum archive
The Southern Ute Drum rolls off The Farmington Daily 
Times printing press in New Mexico, Feb. 12, 2009.

History page 5 
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30 years ago
Southern Ute Youth Group were volunteers for trash pickup along the roadside on 
Highway 172 during the annual spring cleanup. 

This photo first appeared in the May 12, 1989, edition of The Southern Ute Drum.

SU Drum archive

20 years ago
The Los Pinos Fire Department, Ignacio Police Department, SUCAP and other 
organizations in the Ignacio community staged a mock car accident in the Ignacio 
High School parking lot. The mock accident was held the day before prom and was 
used to bring an awareness to drinking and driving. 

This photo first appeared in the May 7, 1999, edition of The Southern Ute Drum.

Jenny Gummersall/SU Drum archive

40 years ago
Tony Santestevan gave a talk at the Tribal Awards Night encouraging students to 
continue their education after finishing high school. Seven tribal seniors graduated 
from the Ignacio Public Schools. 

This photo first appeared in the May 11, 1979, edition of The Southern Ute Drum.

SU Drum archive

10 years ago
Members of the Boys and Girls Club of the Southern Ute Indian Tribe were invited 
to an exclusive sound check party and meet and greet with famous blues musician, 
Indigenous.  

This photo first appeared in the May 8, 2009, edition of The Southern Ute Drum.

courtesy SUBGC/SU Drum archive

Many Moons AgoGeneral Meeting

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 2019 – SKY UTE CASINO & RESORT

AGENDA
9:00 AM 	 Flag & Victory Songs 	 Yellow Jacket & Southern Ute
		  Veterans Association
9:10 AM 	 Call to Order & Invocation 	 Tribal Elder
9:20 AM 	 Welcome 	 Tribal Council
9:30 AM 	 Permanent Fund Department Updates 	 Presenters
11:30 AM 	 Sky Ute Casino Resort Update 	 Mr. Charley Flagg
12:00 PM 	 Luncheon
1:10 PM 	 Tribal Council Projects & Priorities 	 Tribal Council
3:30 PM 	 Questions & Answers 	 Tribal Council
4:30 PM 	 Closing Prayer & Retreat of Colors 	 Tribal Elder & Southern Ute
		  Veterans Association

PRESENTATIONS
Permanent Fund Department Updates: Permanent Fund Departments and the Apprentice 
Program Committee will provide updates to significant changes to programs and services that 
fall within the scope and mission the departments listed. New program offerings and/or chang-
es that impact the Tribal Membership will be shared.
Sky Ute Casino Resort & Event Center: The Sky Ute Casino Resort will present a recap of 
the last year, sharing the year over year financial comparison, strategic changes, and the vision 
for the Casino’s future.
Tribal Council Projects & Priorities: Tribal Council Members, the Executive Officers, and 
the Sunshine Cloud Smith Youth Advisory Council will provide the Tribal Membership with 
an annual update on individual initiatives with background information, projects and commit-
tees they are a part of, and what significant travel they have attended.
Questions
•	 There will be an open mic for Tribal Members to ask their individual questions.
•	 At the end of each presentation, questions will be allowed on presentation material only.
•	 All other questions and concerns will be addressed during the Question & Answer portion 

of the agenda.
•	 Tribal Members can also submit their questions in written format for a Council Affairs staff 

to ask on their behalf. Please write questions down on sheets provided.
•	 If you wish to ask a question, please raise your hand and a Council Affairs staff will provide 

you with a microphone. Questions will be limited to one minute. A timer will be placed on 
the screen for your reference. Once the timer has expired, please finish your question.

•	 If you wish to submit a written question, please bring your questions to the front table or 
hand to the Council Affairs staff who will be walking around collecting questions through-
out the presentations.

Web-Ex Event Registration: The General Meeting will be streamed for Tribal Membership 
only. Members must register by following the links on one of these locations: Tribal Member 
website, Tribal Facebook, and in the Southern Ute Drum and on the Drum’s website. Regis-
tration is required. Once you have registered, you will receive a confirmation email. You will 
only be allowed to register once, and you will only be granted access from a single source, so 
please do not share your registration information with anyone.
Booth Information: The departments that are hosting a booth in the entryway of the meeting 
were chosen to share specific programmatic information with the tribal membership. Please 
take time to meet the tribal staff and learn about their department offerings.
Attendance: This will be a closed meeting for enrolled Southern Ute Tribal Members to at-
tend. Any visitors will be asked to leave. Tribal Members that require additional assistance will 
be allowed one guest for the duration of this meeting.
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STORYTELLING

I am Water, part 2 of  2
By Ron Yellowbird

Ron Yellowbird is an au-
thor and storyteller from the 
Uncompahgre, Mouache, 
Capote Band of Ute Indians.

The Sagebrush Forest 
seemed to go on for miles 
and at the edge was a small 
valley. It had been carved out 
by the flood waters in spring. 
Raging torrents brought silt 
which settled into areas that 
added grasses with seeds 
from mountains plants and 
the cottonwood flourished. 
It created a cover of large 
leaves and beneath the shad-
ow was this feeling inviting 
me to come in. I would come 
to know this place and the 
hidden traps that existed.

As I explored the many dif-
ferent trails that lay hidden, 
I met a timid, shy, nervous 
critter with big feet. This fel-
low had big ears as well, he 
could hear me approaching 
his well-covered home. He 
popped out of his door and 
ask if I had anything good 
to eat? I had a good look at 
his front teeth and I noticed 
he was eating sweet clover, 
milkweed, and grasses and 
that he had a twitching nose 
when he spoke.

“I am well designed for 
my environment, I was made 
this way by way of trial and 
error. I say, you are certain-
ly odd in your manner of 
walking,” said Jack Rabbit. 
“Have you met the others in 
our community? I have heard 
you talking with Badger. Ex-
cuse my eavesdropping, but 
I couldn’t help myself from 
listening to his stories. They 
are certainly full of wonder 
and useful knowledge.” 

“How long have you lived 
in the Sagebrush Forest, Mr. 
Jack Rabbit?” I asked, and 
he immediately replied.

“Please, call me Jack, I 
know Badger requires formal 
language. I however, wish 
to be your friend and will let 
you know if danger is near. 
You may speak to me in any 
manner you wish. What is 
comfortable for you. I must 
inform you that I absolutely 
am disgusted in eating meat 
in any manner.” 

“So, you only eat plants 
and I understand your feel-
ings.” I assured Jack that I 
would not offer any foods 
he didn’t like. 

“Now can you tell me how 

you came to be a member of 
the Sagebrush Forest and are 
you the only jack rabbit?”

“Goodness, I assure you 
that there are many others 
of all shapes, color and are 
thrown in distant lands. There 
is even a mythological jack-
alope, so beware of his ant-
lers,” explained Jack. “I how-
ever, chose to live secluded 
from others of my kind and 
find myself becoming a part 
of this little community. It is 
just that I have become set 
in my ways. I am very com-
fortable here and most of all, 
should issues arise my neigh-
bors will warn me. Besides, 
we all are aware of dangers 
lurking about. I am the first 
one out and, given open 
space, have great speed.” 

As Jack spoke I could 
see age creeping in and the 
sparkle of his eye became 
clouded. 

“Don’t let looks fool you” 
said Jack. “I can still outrun 
Coyote and his band of mis-
fits. See how my legs have 
developed and I can deliv-
er a powerful rabbit punch. 
However, I choose to run and 
at top speed can almost fly. 
You Orra-ra-cheech are like 
my cousins the cottontails, 
who run and hide. Remem-
ber, when in peril seek a hid-
den spot and see them before 
they see you. Most of all do 
not make a sound,” explained 
Jack before he bounded off in 
search of sweet clover.

“Why is he in such a rush?” 
I asked Badger.

“He is overly cautious and 
believes that all predators are 
going to eat him. He is old 
and lean and is a tough cut, 
not tender at all. I suppose he 
is jittery because the world 
is full of danger. Don’t wor-
ry though for I and others in 
our community will protect 
you,” said Badger looking 
very much respected by all, 
even the predators. 

Well, that would be test-
ed in the coming days and 
during this time young Orra-
ra-cheech’s legs would con-
tinue to grow stronger with 
each new day. Badger would 
introduce Orra-ra-cheech to 
all the birds and those that 
crawl along the ground and 
the predators who hide in 
plain sight. The top predator 
though, are the humans, who 
are not of this country. They 
have hunted people and they 
are recorded on the sand-

stone in Cow Canyon. 
“One day, I will travel 

with you when you control 
your curiosity,” said Badger. 
“I know where the designs 
are and there are many of 
them, I watched those who 
witnessed the beheading 
from afar and they are the 
ones who left those images 
on the sandstone. Beware of 
these humans young Orra-
ra-cheech,” said Badger.

Every day as I would walk 
a little further, I would dis-
cover how everyone knew 
me and greeted each visit as 
old friends. Every morning 
walk would take me fur-
ther out eventually to the 
boundaries of the Sagebrush 
Forest. At times the valley 
would draw me to come 
closer. The mysteries of this 
place are taunting me, one 
day I will satisfy my curi-
osity. Suddenly, I heard a 
big commotion coming be-
hind me and it is the birds of 
the Sagebrush Forest. They 
have alerted the community 
of my venture to the border. 
As I continued to look into 
the valley a hand slipped 
inside my hand. Badger 
stood there with me, both 
waiting for a sign or sounds 
from this valley which was 
carved out in spring of each 
year as the creek turned into 
a raging torrent. Through-
out its life it would deposit 
topsoil and create a plain 
where the cottonwood could 
thrive.  Beneath the broad 
expanse of its branches and 
leaves the trees protected 
the occupants. 

“It is a floodplain,” said 
Badger, “no one who bur-
rows into the ground lives 
there. Should they decide to 
do so it is at best temporary. 
We all know how the sleeping 
creek can turn into a monster 
devouring everything in its 
reach,” said Badger. He con-
tinued to the horrific scenes 
of destruction and grief. 

“As you can see the plain 
drops off and the water for-
ever continues to follow an 
easy path to the ocean.” 

“Have you seen the ocean, 
Badger?” I asked.

“I have been told by Otter 
who travels well the water 
ways you know. That is a 
testimony of a true friend 
and bud,” Badger said, 
looking very seriously. “Let 
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Bear dancing in Randlett

Dancers getting judged at 
the Turkey Dance contest 
that happens in the Bear 
Dance corral after Bear 
Dance is done each 
spring in Randlett, Utah. 

Dancers pair up on Monday, May 6 before the last dance; this year the singers of 
Randlett won with dancers falling five minutes into the last song. 

photos courtesy Tyson Thompson

Cultures coming together

Summer Cloud (center) 
and Timothy Piaz give a 
presentation on Southern 
Ute culture to the classes 
and participants who vis-
ited the Cultures Coming 
Together program at the 
Sky Ute Casino Resort.

Ignacio elementary school students and staff celebrate the 10th annual Cultures 
Coming Together program at the Sky Ute Casino Resort, Friday, April 26. 

photos Jeremy Wade Shockley/SU Drum

BEAR DANCE

Preparations usher in spring 
By McKayla Lee

The Southern Ute Drum

When the first thun-
derstorms rumbled in the 
spring, Utes begin to pre-
pare for their annual Bear 
Dance. The dance is held 
each year to ensure success 
and survival through the 
year. It is also a dance that 
is one of the oldest record-
ed dances in North Ameri-
can history. 

The Southern Ute Indian 
Montessori Academy (SUI-
MA) does their own part 
in preparing the youth by 
sharing cultural awareness 
and history. By influencing 
these young tribal mem-
bers and descendants early, 
they ensure that the culture, 
language and history can 
be successfully kept alive. 
“This is my favorite time 
of the year,” SUIMA Ute 
Language Guide, Shawna 
Steffler shared. 

The language class has 
dedicated countless hours 
to helping the students 
craft their very own rib-
bon skirts and shirts to 
wear when they help open 
the Bear Dance. For years, 
the SUIMA students have 
danced the very first round 
at Bear Dance, it’s a way 
for them to be involved and 
“because it gives them a 
sense of pride and indepen-
dence,” SUIMA Language 
Guide, Dr. Stacey Oberly 
said. “We want to give the 
kids the skills to demon-
strate their knowledge.”

At one point in time, 
the Bear Dance was not 

in practice. In 1906, the 
dance was discontinued 
for a few years because it 
was thought to be too time 
consuming, according to 
the then Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, Francis 
Leupp. In the late 1920’s, 
all dances were outright 
forbidden and while many 
thought this would dis-
courage the Utes, it only 
inspired them to contin-
ue with the Bear Dancing 
even more faithfully. 

Helping bring the hiatus 
to an end after the years of 
repression, the Southern 
Utes spent weeks prepping 
to revive the Bear Dance. 
Families volunteered time 
to build the arbor, gather 
food and spread the news 
of the Bear Dance. 

Mimicking those same 
preparations, SUIMA stu-
dents have spent weeks 
working on getting their 
regalia together with the 
help of the language guides 
and their teachers. In April 
of 2019, the Academy 
brought in Southern Ute 
Elder, Ramona Eagle and 
former language guide, Na-
than Elk to teach the kids 
about their specific roles in 
the Bear Dance. 

Gender has been a ma-
jor determination of what 
preparations are given 
out, men are the ones who 
prepare the corral, while 
women prepare the color-
ful clothing that adorns the 
dancers.

“When Ramona talked to 
the girls it was nice for me 
to hear her stories and how 

she remembered the danc-
es when she was younger,” 
Steffler stated. Eagle spent 
time with the girls at the 
Academy, explaining to 
them the proper etiquette 
that they should follow 
while attending the celebra-
tion. She shared with them 
the importance of knowing 
who their family members 
are and encouraged them to 
ask questions. 

Nathan, took boys out 
to the center of the school 
and taught them tradition-
al Bear Dance songs. He 
explained the significance 
of the growlers and how 
they represent the bear. He 
helped each boy learn the 
movements and rhythm 
of the well-known Bear 
Dance songs.  

As the Southern Ute Bear 
Dance nears, the communi-
ty can feel the excitement in 
the air. The dedication and 
time that departments, fam-
ilies and the Bear Dance 
Chief have given to the 
celebration are becoming 
clear. Their work ensures 
that this year’s celebration 
will be a healing and joy-
ous time. While the dance 
has seen many changes 
throughout its time, it still 
remains one of the pinnacle 
foundations and reason for 
the gathering of tribal peo-
ple. It is still seen as a time 
for celebration of life.

Join the community and 
the Southern Ute Tribe as 
this year’s Bear Dance and 
Bear Dance Powwow com-
mences – Friday, May 24 
through Monday, May 27. 

Trennie Collins/SU Drum archive
Southern Ute Indian Montessori boys, Kyle Rima, Maynard Taylor, Kylan Velasco and 
Tamarius Royland, sing Bear Dance songs for practice outside of the Southern Ute 
Museum in May of 2015. 
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CRISIS INTERVENTION

Law enforcement complete 
Crisis Intervention Training

Staff report
Tribal Health Dept.

Crisis Intervention Team 
(CIT) of Southwest Colora-
do is a program to help law 
enforcement and the com-
munity respond to people 
experiencing a behavioral 
health crisis. The program 
brings together law enforce-
ment, behavioral health pro-
viders and individuals and 
families in our communities. 

Since 2003, this CIT train-
ing program has been pro-
viding police officers with 
new tools for identifying, 
preventing and de-escalating 
crisis situations. By actively 
practicing and using the new 
skills learned in this training, 
CIT officers can successfully 
manage crisis situations that 
may threaten both officer 
and citizens. 

Officers participate in 40 
hours of classroom train-
ing involving education on 
mental health and substance 
use disorder signs and symp-
toms, appropriate medica-
tions and side effects, use of 
verbal de-escalation skills, 
active listening skills and 
improved tactical responses. 
The highlight of the training 
is 11 hours of role play prac-
tice with a specially trained 
troupe of professional actors 
who specialize in law en-
forcement training. 

Twenty-five local law en-
forcement personnel and one 
Dispatcher from Southwest 
Colorado recently complet-
ed the CIT training in Du-
rango. Of those 26 individ-
uals, two graduates of this 
training were employees of 
the Southern Ute Detention 
Center (SUDC): Priscilla 

Albo and Ryan Carothers. 
Local training facilitator, 

Mary Trujillo Young, com-
mented she is pleased that 
SUPD and SUDC support the 
training for their staff, and all 
participants challenged them-
selves and worked to devel-
op new skills. CIT training 
offers the Law Enforcement 
community an opportunity to 
bring awareness and decrease 
stigma associated with hav-
ing mental health issues and 
seeking help. In addition, CIT 
training is provided at an op-
portune time, as May is Men-
tal Health Month.

For more information, 
contact the following pro-
viders at the Southern Ute 
Health Center Behavioral 
Health Division, (970) 563-
4581 – Mary Trujillo Young, 
Jennifer GoodTracks, and 
Ryan Sullivan.

First aid for mental health

Executive Assistant for Tribal Services, Precious Collins, who was recently certified 
in Youth Mental Health First Aid, trains some of the Tribal Services Department on 
Wednesday, May 1. Collins is one of two instructors in the area who is certified to 
teach the Youth Mental Health First Aid training.

Trennie Collins/SU Drum

Deconstructing equity

Dr. Nita Mosby introduces herself at the Ignacio High School Auditorium; she is 
the founder and principal trainer of Deconstructing Equity: exploring the world of 
diversity, equity and inclusion. She was brought to Ignacio by San Juan Basin Public 
Health Department to speak at the High School, Wednesday, May 1.

Trennie Collins/SU Drum

NOTICE 
Social Services
The Department of Social 

Services (DSS) will not 
be taking applications 
for the Colorado Child 

Welfare Financial 
Assistance Program 

until July 1, 2019.
Please contact DSS for 

more information at 
970-563-0209.

Guardian Arts in action

Guardian Arts Instructor Great Owl Lightning, teaches Sinaav Larry and Nate Valdez-
Baker how to practice proper self-defense techniques while teaching in the SunUte 
Community Center gymnasium on Monday, May 6. 

photos McKayla Lee/SU Drum

Cherish Price “attacks” 
a standing bag while 
practicing guardian arts 
at SunUte on Monday, 
May 6. 
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Earning money for de Chelly

Southern Ute Tribal Chairwoman, Christine Sage and Executive Officer, McKean 
Walton await their Frito pies – Thursday, April 25 in the Hall of Warriors of the Leonard 
C. Burch building – helping the SUIMA students raise money for an end-of-year field 
trip to Canyon de Chelly in Arizona.

Robert L. Ortiz/SU Drum

Spring songs by Elementary

Ignacio Elementary fourth and fifth grade students of Ballet Folklorica perform “La 
Iguana,” a traditional song about farmers who were pestered by iguanas during their 
harvests. The dancers opened the “Rockin’ Rhythms” Elementary Spring Concert, 
Thursday, May 2 in the Ignacio High School Performing Arts Auditorium.

photos Robert L. Ortiz/SU Drum

Jania Jackson and 
fellow classmates of Ms. 
Stephens fifth grade class 
perform “Let It Be” written 
by Paul McCartney 
and John Lennon of 
The Beatles during the 
annual Spring Concert. 
The concert, performed 
by Ignacio Elementary 
School fourth and fifth 
grade classes, included 
other songs, such as “I 
Want To Break Free” by 
Queen, and “Stand By 
Me” by Ben E. King.

Seeking Powerhouse Volunteers
Volunteers ages 18 and older are needed at the Powerhouse Science Center in Durango 
for shifts of two to four hours between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. No experience is 
necessary, though a background or interest in science, technology, art, engineering and 
math is helpful. Volunteer tasks include assisting in the exhibit gallery, at the front desk, 
the garden area and working on general projects that arise. A commitment of at least 
once a week is preferred. To learn more, email Kathleen@powsci.org. Sign-ups can also 
take place at www.powsci.org under the “join-us” tab.

Teachers meet Ute Challenge

Southern Ute Tribal Council members, Lorelei Cloud and Cedric Chavez were on hand 
to award Southern Ute Indian Montessori Academy (SUIMA) teacher certificates and 
awards in Ute Challenge, Wednesday, May 1. This challenge replaces the Monthly 
Teacher Ute classes. “We noticed that the once-a-month all teacher Ute Classes 
were not effective, due to the large size of the group and the long periods of time that 
passes between lessons. The goal of the challenge, is to encourage and empower 
the SUIMA staff to use their Ute language in every classroom all the time,” said Dr. 
Stacey Oberly, Coordinator of Ute Language and Culture.

Robert L. Ortiz/SU Drum

of the photography and news 
... It was a lot of work.”

 For many of the past 
Drum staff one of the most 
memorable parts of the job 
was layout according to Sha-
ron Cloud, a former report-
er and editor who worked 
for The Drum from 1977 to 
1990. “[At the time] news-
paper layout would consist 
of cutting and formatting 
articles and pictures onto a 
three-column page with ad-
hesive all done by hand,” ex-
plained Cloud. From there, 
the materials would be taken 
to the printers first begin-
ning at The Durango Herald, 
then The Farmington Daily 
Times, and finally at The 
Pagosa Sun where it would 
be printed until the 90’s. The 
process of layout, printing 
and distribution would take 
the better part of two days 
for the Drum. 

“It was hard work,” ex-
plained Marge Barry, for-
mer reporter of the Drum 
who worked in 1973. “You 
had to go out and keep track 
of newsworthy items to give 
the tribal members stimula-
tion. Then every two weeks 
it started over again.” 

“The actual news cover-
age itself in the Drum’s ear-
ly years consisted mostly of 
Tribal Council coverage,” 
explained Barry. The Drum 
was directly managed by 
Tribal Council in the mid-
70’s and would help with 
whatever the Council need-

ed for public relations and 
informational services. With 
this, The Drum would help 
pick up visitors for the Tribe, 
give tours of the campus, 
and send packets of informa-
tion out to anyone who wrote 
in requesting to know more 
about the Tribe. Until the 
mid-1980’s, Council would 
be one of the most prominent 
parts of the Drum and one of 
the best forms of media to 
get information on what was 
happening with the Tribe. 

The 1980’s was a time 
to experimenting with the 
Drum. This is can easily be 
seen with new sections in-
troduced within the expand-
ing format. No longer was 
news strictly tribal business. 
Now the tribal members be-
gan to have a voice. This 
is best seen within a short 
lived “Dear Abby” like sec-
tion called “It’s Me Again, 
Margaret” where real readers 
would send in their letters 
asking for solutions. While 
this section was cut within a 
six-month run, greetings and 
letters to the editor was stron-
ger than ever. Entire pages of 
the paper were dedicated for 
greetings during Valentine’s 
Day or Mother’s Day. Each 
result was overwhelmingly 
positive. By the 1990’s more 
tribal members played a vital 
role within the Drum as more 
and more articles were ded-
icated to the life, work and 
events of the tribal members 
and the tribal culture. 

The introduction of tech-
nology has allowed the Drum 
to be more successful and 
efficient. The importance of 
photography would only be 
heightened as technology 
grew more advanced. Pho-
tography is now an important 
part of a newspaper and can 
help impact a story positive-
ly and work as a tool to tell 
a story. No longer is lay-
out done by hand, but now 
through computer software 
programs like Adobe InDe-
sign. Stories can be written 
and edited with less time as 
opposed to type writers. How 
news was written and report-
ed in the Drum became more 
formal with the introduction 
of the Associated Press style 
brought in by past editor Ace 
Stryker in 2009. 

The Southern Ute Drum 
continues to strive to be a 
paper that covers all facets 
of the Tribe and communi-
ty for readers to enjoy. The 
“blueprint” for the paper 
was in place during its early 
years, the Drum continues 
to evolve with its reader’s 
needs, thus giving us the 
newspaper, we have today. 

“I’m glad its continuing 
on. I feel like it’s a legacy 
for the Tribe,” explains for-
mer staff and tribal member 
Oolcu Buckskin. “It’s a big 
accomplishment to cele-
brate 50 years.” 

The Drum staff looks 
ahead to another fifty years 
of newspaper history. 

A brief history • from page 1
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BOBCATS SOCCER

Lady ’Cats drop season finale 
on neutral ground
IHS nearly snaps Del Norte’s Senior Day shutout

By Joel Priest
Special to the Drum

As much as Ignacio had 
wanted to win their Senior 
Day match a week earlier, 
Del Norte wanted to win 
theirs perhaps even more 
when facing IHS Friday 
morning, May 3, at Alamo-
sa High School.

And not simply because 
ten seniors were suiting up 
for their final ‘home’ contest 
in a season effectively spent 
on the road with facilities 
construction having con-
sumed the Lady Tigers’ true 
home pitch.

Looking to avoid a cata-
strophic upset at the Lady 
Bobcats’ paws and maintain 
a top-ten spot in CHSAA’s 
Class 2A Ratings Percent-
age Index (RPI) standings 
in hopes of being named to 
the 12-team State Playoffs, 
DNHS got a first-minute goal 
from senior Sophia McCon-
nell, assisted by junior Kaylie 
Metz, and never looked back 
in prevailing 9-0.

Senior Lacie Jones net-
ted two goals and aided 
two others, junior Kendra 
Parra logged two goals and 
an assist, while McConnell 
would score once more 
during a fast-moving first 
half and also assist on Jones’ 
second strike – putting the 
Lady Tigers up 7-nil shortly 
before intermission.

“You know, Del Norte 
played amazing,” IHS head 
coach Alisha Gullion said. 
“They’ve definitely got a 
very strong ... program, and 
I’m just glad we could come 
out here and compete with 
them, put up a fight.”

Seven days after smack-
ing Center 4-1 at IHS Field 
– earning injury-battling 
Briana Duran a Senior Day 
triumph – and six after a 
less-intense 6-0 home loss 
to AHS, the Lady ’Cats in-
deed went out scrapping, 
though their finest moments 
came long after the 3A/2A 
Southwestern League match 

was all but decided.
Threatening to deny Del 

Norte a shutout late in the ac-
tion, freshman Alexis Pon-
tine went 1-v-1 with soph-
omore goalie Myka Glover 
and was only stopped by a 
spectacular save resulting 
in OOOOHs uttered by the 
home side’s supporters, and 
AHHHH-DANGs by the 
never-say-die visitors’.

“Lex and Caitlyn (Chap-
man) were clicking, Abbi 
(Barthel) in the center was 
working – we had a lot of re-
ally good things going on in 
this last game,” said Gullion. 
“It was nice because in other 
games it would be, like, Cait-
lyn up there against four de-
fenders, and in this one I see 
four girls running up with her. 
It was pretty awesome.”

Keeper Jaylene Riepel un-
officially totaled ten saves 
(Glover was credited with 
three) as Ignacio finished 
2019 a fifth-place 2-8 against 
the SWL’s 2A members, 
2-13 against all circuit oppo-
sition, and 2-13 overall.

“They fought hard to the 
very, very end, and that’s al-
ways been Ignacio Soccer; 
we never, ever give up,” Gul-
lion said. “And you could see 
that ... when we were down 
9-zero, and my girls were on 
fire trying to put it in the back 
of the net, doing everything 
they can to stay in the game.”

“This year feels huge be-

cause we won two games, 
you know, and that hasn’t 
happened in a while,” she 
added. “We still have a lot 
that we need to work on, 
make a lot of growth in, but 
it just feels like each season 
we take a step up. We’re 
building a program.”

Having improved to a 
third-place 6-2-2 in 2A SWL 
play, 9-3-2 against the com-
plete loop, and an impressive 
10-3-2 overall wrapping up 
regular-season work, DNHS 
stood ninth – right behind 
Telluride, with fellow SWL 
force Crested Butte a strong 
sixth – in the RPI as of Mon-
day morning, May 6. Later 
awarded the Playoffs’ No. 
10 seed, the Lady Tigers 
were to play the following 
day against 7-seed Colorado 
Rocky Mountain School (8-2 
overall) out of Carbondale. 

ONE MORE FOR 
POSTERITY

Prior to the aforemen-
tioned April 26 rout of CHS, 
Briana Duran had a choice 
to make earlier in a week 
featuring three home match-
es in four days.

“So, on Tuesday they 
asked me ‘Do you want to 
play [versus Bayfield] on 
Wednesday?’” Duran re-
called. “They’re such good 

BOBCATS TRACK & FIELD

Garcia finding more, more 
speed for ’Cats
Junior eclipses school’s 1983 best in the 3,200

By Joel Priest
Special to the Drum

Still top-five fast on Curtis 
Clement Memorial Track, 
Elco Garcia, Jr., would have 
had to not only re-break, 
but destroy an Ignacio-best 
he’d just set a week earlier to 
have any shot at winning the 
3,200-meter run Friday, May 
3, on day one of the 61st 
Bloomfield, N.M., Invite.

Having earned second 
place at the April 26-27 Az-
tec, N.M., Invitational with 
a blazing 10:20.43 – better-
ing Merton Coriz’s 10:24 
logged back in 1983 – on 
Day 2 inside Fred Cook 
Memorial Stadium, Garcia 
found himself running in-
side Bobcat Stadium against 
many of the same faces he’d 
seen, only to find those fac-
es faster than before.

4A Gallup, N.M., Mi-
yamura teammates Tayan 
Benson and Riley Watson 
repeated their 3-4 finish, but 
each Patriot hacked over 
20 seconds off his Tiger 
Invite time, with Benson 
improving from 10:25.42 to 
10:10.64 and Watson from 
10:42.38 to 10:21.81.

Victorious in Aztec, 
MHS’ Ty McCray im-
proved from a 9:54.70 to 
9:50.30 in Bloomfield but 
still found himself 21 ticks 
behind 4A Kirtland, N.M., 
Central’s Kashon Harri-
son – entered in only the 
1,600m in Aztec – who fin-
ished first in 9:29.30.

Nonetheless, Garcia 
still enjoyed a solid run as 
he crossed the line fifth in 
10:35.58.  The junior also 
took fourth in the 1,600 
(4:42.48) and sixth in the 
800 (2:11.41) as his legs di-
rectly generated six of the 
Bobcat boys’ 11 team points.

Ignacio’s haul would rank 
tenth when all was said and 
done, trailing KCHS’ win-
ning 84.  5A Farmington, 
N.M., Piedra Vista settled 
for second with 59.5 and 
meet-hosting BHS copped 
third with 57.

IHS junior Jason Hamp-
ton-Foutz garnered two 
points by taking fifth in the 
pole vault with a best clear-
ance of 10 feet, 6 inches.  In 
the 100m dash he was IHS’ 
fastest finisher, ranking 64th 
(13.49) in the preliminary 
heats, Damien Escalara 
paced the ’Cats in the 200 
with a 28.63 ranking 56th.  
4A Taos, New Mexico’s Jo-
nah Vigil would win both 
sprints, clocking respective 
finals efforts of 10.99 and 
21.41 seconds.

Junior Jonas Nanaeto nar-

rowly missed qualifying for 
the finals in the 400 meters, 
with his 55.64 missing the 
eighth and last qualifying 
spot by five-hundredths of 
a second, but placed sixth, 
earning Ignacio one point in 
the 3,200 with a 10:40.75.

He and Garcia helped 
the ’Cats collect two more 
points in the 4x400 relay, 
as they joined Nathyn Stoll-
steimer and Tyler Barnes 
in clocking a fifth-place 
3:48.47 (4A Bloomfield’s 
‘A’ quartet won in 3:37.55).  
Barnes and Stollsteimer 
also tied for 13th in the pole 
vault (8’0”).

Escalara finished 36th in 
the long jump (14’3.75”), 
but throwers Jeremy Roder-
ick and Alric Hudson were 
unable to record a distance in 
either the shot put or discus 
(in which they were joined 
by Escalara and Avery Mar-
tinez, whose 3:04.38 in the 
800 was good for 41st).

Running 28.25 sec-
onds in the fourth of nine 
200-meter dash heat rac-
es, freshman Lexy Young 
trimmed off more than 
two-tenths of a tick in the 
sprint’s final and placed 
fifth in 28.03 – earning the 
12th-place Lady Bobcats’ 
only top-ten result, and two 
team points in Bloomfield.

PVHS bagged the girls’ 
title with 92, while 5A 
Farmington, N.M., clipped 

KCHS 62-61 in the sec-
ond-place chase.

Sophomore Charlize Val-
dez nearly cracked the top 
ten in the 1,600m run, but 
finished 11th in 5:57.71.

Young also clocked a 13.88 
in the 100, good for 13th-fast-
est in the prelims, and a 
12th-quickest 1:07.00 in the 
400 prelims.  In the field she 
placed 31st in the long jump 
(12’5.75”), while Helaina 
Taylor flung the discus 67 
feet, 10 inches and earned 
24th.  Normally known for 
being a runner, Vanessa Gon-
zales placed 29th with a best 
throw of 59’9”.

Up next, Ignacio will 
travel to Stocker Stadium in 
Grand Junction for the May 
10-11 GJHS Invitational.

The 2019 CHSAA Class 
2A State Championships 
are set for May 16-18 at Jef-
fco Stadium in Lakewood.

DID YOU KNOW

Garcia and Nanae-
to are still hunting IHS’ 
long-standing record in the 
1,600 meters – a 4:34.10 
achieved by, again, Coriz 
in ’83.  Nanaeto did not 
compete in the event down 
in Bloomfield, but did re-
cord a third-place 4:42.61 
in Aztec as he trailed only 
McCray (4:38.53) and Har-
rison (4:23.33) while Gar-
cia (4:45.02) placed sixth.

Joel Priest/Special to the Drum
Ignacio’s Briana Duran (17) receives Senior Day gifts from 
teammates Caitlyn Chapman (left) and Ebonee Gomez 
during a halftime recognition Friday, April 26. With their lone 
senior, the Lady Bobcats defeated Center 4-1 that afternoon.

Joel Priest/Special to the Drum
Ignacio’s Elco Garcia, Jr., and Jonas Nanaeto run 
side-by-side the 1,600-meter run during the San Juan 
Relays, hosted by IHS Tuesday, April 30. The duo placed 
1-2, finishing the race less than a second apart. Both 
maintained high levels of long-distance performance at 
meets before and after in, respectively, Aztec, N.M., and 
Bloomfield, N.M.

It’s now or never

Head coach Don Hayes (black jacket) and Ignacio Baseball will put the 2019 season 
on the line this weekend in the 2A-District 3/5 Tournament.  Standing 1-13 overall, the 
Bobcats will have first had to survive a play-in contest Thursday afternoon, May 9, in 
Paonia, Colo.  Results were unavailable at press time.

Joel Priest/Special to the Drum

Youth crack the bats

Romeo Thomas swings at the baseball trying to help his team score points after being 
down by a couple points, Tuesday, May 7, at the Animas La Plata Youth Baseball Fields.

photos Trennie Collins/SU Drum

Orion Watts Jr. takes a quick second to 
smile while cheering on his team.

After hitting a big one to the outfield, 
Osias Goodtracks hustles to first 
base, moving his teammate, Cristovan 
Gonzalas to second base.

Lady Cats page 20 
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In the Legal Name Change of,
Case No.: 2019-NC-0031
NOTICE OF LEGAL NAME CHANGE
Izabella Oawichichi Howe, Civil Subject
Notice is hereby given that Marquetta Cloud on behalf 
of Izabella Oawichichi Howe filed an application for le-
gal change of name, to be known hereafter as Izabella 
Oawichichi Cloud. As of April 23, 2019 no person filed 
an objection to the request, and therefore notice is hereby 
given that Izabella Oawichichi Howe name shall be and 
is hereby legally changed to Izabella Oawichichi Cloud.

Dated this 24th day of April, 2019.
Scott Moore, Southern Ute Tribal Judge

NOTICE OF PROBATE
In the Estate Of,
Case No.: 2019-PR-0050
Duane Christopher Suazo, Deceased
Notice to: Heirs, devisees, legatees, creditors and all 
other persons claiming an interest in said estate: The 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe of the Southern Ute Indian 
Reservation, Ignacio, CO: Greetings: Take notice that 
a petition has been filed in this cause, alleging that the 
above decedent died leaving certain assets, and asking 
for the determination of heirs of said decedent, the ad-
ministration of said estate including the allowing of 
creditors of said decedent and for distribution thereof. 
You are notified that said cause will be set for hearing 
before the Tribal Court at the above address on June 
17, 2019 at 3:00 PM. All persons having claims against 
the above estate are required to file them for allowance 
with the Tribal Court at the stated address on or before 
the time and date of said hearing, as above set forth or 
said claims shall be forever barred and all persons in-
terested in said estate are hereby notified to appear and 
answer said Petition and offer evidence in support of 
their position. The Court will proceed to hear the mat-
ter at the date and time set above, or such later time to 
which the matter shall be continued and to make the 
determination therein necessary.

Dated this 29th of April, 2019
Kara Cuthair, Deputy Court Clerk

NOTICE OF PROBATE
In the Estate Of,
Case No.: 2019-PR-0053
Ray Vasquez Jr., Deceased
Notice to: Heirs, devisees, legatees, creditors and all 
other persons claiming an interest in said estate: The 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe of the Southern Ute Indian 
Reservation, Ignacio, CO: Greetings: Take notice that 
a petition has been filed in this cause, alleging that the 
above decedent died leaving certain assets, and asking 
for the determination of heirs of said decedent, the ad-
ministration of said estate including the allowing of 
creditors of said decedent and for distribution thereof. 
You are notified that said cause will be set for hearing 
before the Tribal Court at the above address on June 
24, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. All persons having claims 
against the above estate are required to file them for 
allowance with the Tribal Court at the stated address 
on or before the time and date of said hearing, as above 
set forth or said claims shall be forever barred and all 
persons interested in said estate are hereby notified to 
appear and answer said Petition and offer evidence in 
support of their position. The Court will proceed to hear 
the matter at the date and time set above, or such later 
time to which the matter shall be continued and to make 
the determination therein necessary.

Dated this 7th of May, 2019
Kara Cuthair, Deputy Court Clerk

NOTICE OF LEGAL NAME CHANGE
In the Legal Name Change of,
Case No.: 2019-NC-0046
Marcia B Taylor, Civil Subject
Notice is hereby given that Mary Monte on behalf 
of Marcia B Taylor has filed an application for legal 
change of name, to be known hereafter as Marcia Bird-
ie Monte. Any person desiring to object to the granting 
of the petition may do so by filing an objection in writ-
ing with the Clerk of the Court no later than May 13, 
2019 at 5 pm. If no objection is made, the Court will 
grant the legal name change.

Dated this 16th day of April, 2019.
BY THE COURT, Paula Trujillo, Court Clerk

NOTICE OF LEGAL NAME CHANGE
In the Legal Name Change of,
Case No.: 2019-NC-0047
Todd Jon Reigns Taylor, Civil Subject 
Notice is hereby given that Mary Monte on behalf of 
Todd Jon Reigns Taylor has filed an application for 
legal change of name, to be known hereafter as T.J. 
Reigns Monte. Any person desiring to object to the 
granting of the petition may do so by filing an objection 
in writing with the Clerk of the Court no later than May 
13, 2019 at 5 pm. If no objection is made, the Court 
will grant the legal name change.

Dated this 16th day of April, 2019.
BY THE COURT, Paula Trujillo, Court Clerk

NOTICE OF LEGAL NAME CHANGE
In the Legal Name Change of,
Case No.: 2019-NC-0049
Christopher Ryan Rizzo, Civil Subject
Notice is hereby given that Christopher Ryan Rizzo 
has filed an application for legal change of name, to 
be known hereafter as Carys Reine Paxson Rizzo. Any 
person desiring to object to the granting of the petition 
may do so by filing an objection in writing with the 
Clerk of the Court no later than May 20, 2019 at 5 pm. 
If no objection is made, the Court will grant the legal 
name change.

Dated this 16th day of April, 2019.
BY THE COURT, Paula Trujillo, Court Clerk 

NOTICE OF PROBATE
In the Estate Of,
Case No.: 2019-PR-0034
Stanley M Williams, Deceased
Notice to: Heirs, devisees, legatees, creditors and all 
other persons claiming an interest in said estate: The 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe of the Southern Ute Indian 
Reservation, Ignacio, CO: Greetings: Take notice that 
a petition has been filed in this cause, alleging that the 
above decedent died leaving certain assets, and asking 
for the determination of heirs of said decedent, the ad-
ministration of said estate including the allowing of 
creditors of said decedent and for distribution thereof. 
You are notified that said cause will be set for hearing 
before the Tribal Court at the above address on May 
21, 2019 at 4:00 PM. All persons having claims against 
the above estate are required to file them for allowance 
with the Tribal Court at the stated address on or before 
the time and date of said hearing, as above set forth or 
said claims shall be forever barred and all persons in-
terested in said estate are hereby notified to appear and 
answer said Petition and offer evidence in support of 
their position. The Court will proceed to hear the mat-
ter at the date and time set above, or such later time to 
which the matter shall be continued and to make the 
determination therein necessary.

Dated this 19th of April, 2019
Paula Trujillo, Deputy Court Clerk 

NOTICE OF PROBATE
In the Estate Of,
Case No.: 2006-PR-0219
Elmer Head Vasquez, Deceased
Notice to: Heirs, devisees, legatees, creditors and all oth-
er persons claiming an interest in said estate: The South-
ern Ute Indian Tribe of the Southern Ute Indian Reserva-
tion, Ignacio, CO: Greetings: Take notice that a petition 
has been filed in this cause, alleging that the above dece-
dent died leaving certain assets, and asking for the de-
termination of heirs of said decedent, the administration 
of said estate including the allowing of creditors of said 
decedent and for distribution thereof. You are notified 
that said cause will be set for hearing before the Trib-
al Court at the above address on June 25, 2019 at 3:30 
PM. All persons having claims against the above estate 
are required to file them for allowance with the Tribal 
Court at the stated address on or before the time and date 
of said hearing, as above set forth or said claims shall be 
forever barred and all persons interested in said estate are 
hereby notified to appear and answer said Petition and 
offer evidence in support of their position. The Court will 
proceed to hear the matter at the date and time set above, 
or such later time to which the matter shall be continued 
and to make the determination therein necessary.

Dated this 19th of April, 2019
Paula Trujillo, Deputy Court Clerk

me make it very clear that 
the creek is a dangerous 
place to venture alone. The 
monster made an under-
cut in the bank and created 
large pools. In some places 
the River People have built 
their lodges and created 
marshes and life.” 

“Have you talked with the 
River People and, where are 
they?” I asked.

“They have their wooden 
lodges up and down the riv-
er,” Badger was motioning 
with his hands as he spoke. 
On more than one occasion 
has Badger used sign to speak.

“I have visited with the 
River People and asked 
to see inside one of their 
homes. I was invited to the 
water’s edge where they 
told me to hold my breath. 
I did, and they took me un-
der the surface of the water. 
I was amazed by the life in 
the water as they led me to 
the doorstep of their lodge. 
I popped up inside the main 
room with the family there 
to greet me. You know, 
there was enough room to 
stand and large enough for 
one family. The water does 
not enter, I would say it re-
sembles my burrow and the 
door is the water. Badger 
continued talking about his 
experience. At the top cen-
ter of the lodge, there was 
an opening woven by the 
strongest limbs which lets in 
just enough light. It is strong 
enough to prevent any pred-
ators from gaining entrance. 
Did you know their lodge 
is made with mud and parts 
of trees? It was quite roomy 
and comfortable in the sea-
sons of change.” 

“They told me once when 
Otter stole the fire from the 
People (Nuche) and brought 
it here. Otter took the em-
ber that starts their fire and 
carried it in a shell. Grandpa 
knew this was not good and 
that the People would be 
looking for their fire ember. 
All one had to do was smell 
for smoke and sure enough 
the smoke drifted through 
the top of the lodge. The em-
ber caught the wooden floor 
on fire and everyone dove 
into the water. The grand 
lodge became a large blaze 
and the People came for the 
fire. The smoke could be 
seen throughout the valley. 
Now the family was safe ex-
cept for Otter who was put 
to hard labor and helped re-
build the lodge. The lives of 
the River People with gen-
erations upon generations 
have lived here since its cre-
ation by Earth Mother,” said 
Badger “They keep to them-
selves and are hardworking 
folk. Should you stand on 
the bank of the creek, they 
have spotted you well be-
fore you look into the water 
world. Remember Orra-ra-
cheech that we breath air 
and cannot live under the 
water’s surface. It’s time to 
head back,” said Badger.

I resisted at first in leaving, 
because I thought I heard 
someone calling me.  My cu-

riosity would just grow with 
each day. Then one morning 
in the fall, when everyone 
prepares for winter, I decid-
ed to see for myself who was 
calling for me. I didn’t tell a 
soul what I was planning and 
the next day left early.

Indian Summer came af-
ter the first frost and quick-
ly turned the leaves to gold. 
A beautiful fall day and 
my senses to explore over-
whelmed me. Off to the 
floodplain in search of voic-
es that call me even in the 
night.  With a small breeze 
that caused the large cot-
tonwood leaves to shimmer 
before floating down and 
covering the floor in a gold-
en crunch. Have I been here 
before? It seems I have been. 
I know of a hidden spot that 
lays beneath the oldest cot-
tonwood tree that stands by 
the bank. The spring and 
flash floods have cut out un-
der the bank. There the bank 
hangs over the deep pool and 
the world of water.

“Stop calling my name,” I 
yelled to the birds following 
me. “Can’t you hear a spirit, 
or someone needs my help.” 
They persisted in calling to 
me to return or they were 
going to tell Badger. Never-
theless, I was drawn into the 
mysterious floodplain that 
becomes itself inviting to me. 
My imagination was casting 
all kinds of strange commu-
nity members. I have never 
met them, only heard about 
them through Badger and the 
world of water. I found my-
self standing on the bank of 
the floodplain and saw how 
the floods carved the land. 
There was a sense of autumn 
renewal in the air and with 
each hour warmth. The enor-
mous cottonwood trees in 
their true golden colors, were 
inviting me to explore. What 
would I find in the next blind 
corner and what kind of ani-
mals in the community and 
neighborhoods? I wondered 
if Badger’s stories were true 
or was I to find the reason 
why I was drawn here. This 
was new to me; the sounds 
and smell near the floodplain. 
I had to see the River People 
for myself and I had many 
questions.

An opening in the cotton-
wood trees was surreal, as 
there was another kind of 
community. Willows, cat-
tails, bulrush, saplings and 
the great lodge. I sat there 
and breathed in a different 
kind of place. Smells that 
were new to me and the 
sounds of the world of wa-
ter. There were birds of all 
sorts of sizes, colors and 
songs. There was a calm-
ness and tranquility of many 
souls reaching out to me. 
I crawled to the edge and 
looked over the bank to see 
a deep pool. Within the clear 
water I could see the life of 
changing environments. So 
curious was I that I hunched 
over too far and slid into the 
pool. I held my breath as 
Badger had done when he 
went under. I saw the com-

munity of those who live 
there and was relieved from 
the land. My legs moved 
about with ease and felt as 
if I could walk. The water 
was warm, and I rolled over 
to see the surface. A golden 
leaf emerged as if it was sus-
pended in air and I could see 
the blue of the sky past it.  I 
felt at ease within myself 
and I could sense a peace-
ful oneness with everything 
around me. I closed my eyes 
to sleep and began to dream. 
Expelling the last of my air, 
I was ready to find another 
place. To become a part of 
the earth’s natural element, 
I am water ... It would seem 
an eternity had past. 

Suddenly, I was gasping for 
air and I heard Badger’s voice. 
There were other voices as 
well.  I felt hands pushing on 
my chest and the concern of 
voices of those around me. 

“Here, roll him on his 
side,” said Badger excit-
edly. “There, the water has 
come out and he is breath-
ing again.” Soon, I opened 
my eyes to see Badger and 
two brothers that I have 
never seen or met. Badger 
said, “Let me introduce you 
to Moe and Moe, they are 
identical brothers. They felt 
a disturbance in the water 
and the vibrations from your 
struggles led them straight 
to you. The brothers saw 
you floating in the water and 
they thought that you had 
become a blue baby. With-
out haste they pushed you 
to the surface and launched 
you to the bank,” explained 
Badger. “I was told by the 
local birds of your inten-
tions and I came quickly. 
Now I find you at the edge 
of death and have aged con-
siderably in this short time.”  

Badger was in motion and 
was always thinking of the 
next step. “Okay, Moe and 
Moe help me roll Orra-ra-
cheech in the dry grass to dry 
him off,” instructed Badger. 
After which he said, “Thank 
you brothers for your quick 
action and saving young Or-
ra-ra-cheech from traveling 
to the Spirit Word.” Badger 
would scold me all way back 
home. I would remember 
Badger telling me.

“Don’t tell grandmother 
any of this, you have learned 
a valuable lesson today,” 
patting me on the back as 
we walked. We arrived at the 
cabin late that afternoon and 
Badger stopped to tell me.

“You have survived with 
help from your spiritual 
guardian and I am afraid 
given your sense of adven-
ture, that you will be tested 
again. Everyone here in the 
Sagebrush Forest will be 
keeping a close eye on you. 
Though you may think you 
are alone, we are all here 
watching you and we will 
always protect you,” said 
Badger. “Now, off you go!” 

Part 3, “Made of Fire” 
will be published in the May 
24 issue of The Southern Ute 
Drum.

I am Water • from page 3OBITUARIES

SMITH – Christian Albert Smith, age 
31, started his journey to the Creator on 
Monday, April 15, 2019.  Christian was 
born in Santa Fe, NM to his loving par-

ents, Cecilia Redd and Ervin Smith. He 
was given the name “Haebauhdee-Zhoh” 
by his Umonhon great grandmother and 
it translates to “As far as the atmosphere 
goes”. He was a member of the Southern 
Ute Indian Tribe, but also of the Diné and 
Umohon people. He is the oldest of four 
children. He grew up in Valencia County 
New Mexico and graduated from Los Lu-
nas High School in 2006. He was a star 
athlete excelling in basketball, golf and 
bowling. Christian was also a talented art-
ist of many trades, blessed with the ability 
to create breathtaking masterpieces. 

He is survived by his parents, Cecilia 
and Ervin; his sisters, Sacha (Eric) and 
Jeanné; brother, Nicholas; nephew, The-
odore; maternal grandmother, Bonnie 
Redd; paternal grandparents, Darlene 
and David Smith; and numerous extend-
ed family members and friends. He is 
preceded in death by his maternal grand-
father, Albert Gunn Redd Sr.; and great 
grandmothers, Josephine Harlan and El-
sie Morris. 

Southern Ute Indian Tribe
2018 Annual Report
The 2018 Southern Ute Indian Tribe Annual
Report is now available for pickup, come to 
the Drum office to pick up your copy.

The Southern Ute Drum is located in the
Leonard C. Burch Administration Building
at 356 Ouray Dr. in Ignacio. 
For additional information call 970-563-0118.
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Boards, Committees & 
Commission Vacancies

ETHICS COMMISSION VACANCY
Closing 5/31/19 – The Ethics Office is accepting letter of inter-
est from tribal members to fill two (2) vacancies for “Alternate 
Member-At-Large” positions on the Ethics Commission. Quali-
fications are: Be a member of the Southern Ute Indian Tribe at 
least 18 years of age or older; Have a reputation for fairness and 
impartiality; Have a familiarity with tribal government; and Sat-
isfactory completion of a background investigation for criminal 
history showing no convictions or guilty pleas for felonies or 
any misdemeanor involving dishonesty. Please submit letters of 
interest to the Department of Justice & Regulatory, PO Box 737-
MS#10, Ignacio, CO, or in person at the Justice and Regulatory 
Administration Building, 71 Mike Frost Way by May 31, 2019. 
All letters will be presented to the Southern Ute Tribal Council for 
their consideration.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB BOARD
Closing 6/7/19 – The Boys & Girls Club of the Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe is currently looking to fill two (2) volunteer Board 
Member positions. A majority of the committee shall be tribal 
members. The Board of Directors is responsible for knowing and 
effectively articulating the mission, vision, core values, goals, 
policies, and program areas of the Club. Members of the Board 
must attend meetings regularly and attend applicable committee 
meetings on a regular basis; also attend a minimum of 1 priority 
event and 1 Club event annually. Members must maintain confi-
dentiality of sensitive information and conduct oneself as a model 
for children in a manner that exemplifies high character. Interested 
parties must pick up an application available on the www.bgcsu.
org website or by request from Mr. Bruce LeClaire at 970-563-
2694 or bleclaire@southernute-nsn.gov. Applications must be re-
turned to Mr. LeClaire no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, June 7, 2019. 

ROYALTY COMMITTEE
Open Until Filled – Attention Past Royalty, Fair Rodeo Queens. 
The tribe is seeking former Miss Southern Ute/Fair and Rodeo 
Queens to serve on the Royalty Committee. Two positions are 
open for two former royalty members. Initial terms are staggered, 
thereafter three-year terms will be served. To support the Royalty, 
by providing education in Ute culture and history, to promote and 
recruit applicants, to plan and host the annual pageant and royalty 
dinner, other duties associated with the committee. Will review/
revise and as appropriate develop Royalty handbooks, code of eth-
ics, review complaints and address disciplinary issues associated 
with the committee. Meets monthly, and works closely with the 
Culture Director, this is a non-paid committee. Interested Tribal 
members should submit a letter to the Human Resource Dept. at 
the Leonard C. Burch Bldg., in person or mail your letter to Hu-
man Resource Dept. at PO Box 737, Ignacio CO 81137. 

TRIBAL MEMBERS NEEDED FOR WILDLIFE 
ADVISORY BOARD
Closing 7/31/19 – The Tribe is seeking enrolled Southern Ute 
Tribal Members to fill TWO seats on the Tribal Member Wild-
life Advisory Board.  The 8-member Board works closely with 
the Wildlife Division on planning and recommending actions 
related to tribal hunting and fishing programs.  Board members 
not already employed by the Tribe receive $20 per hour of meet-
ing attendance.  Meetings are held roughly on a quarterly basis 
throughout the year, and a commitment to attend and participate in 
all meetings is expected. Interested Tribal Members must submit 
a brief letter of interest that includes a description of the appli-
cant’s knowledge and experience with wildlife, hunting, or fish-
ing, on and off of the Southern Ute Reservation.  In addition, as 
a condition of appointment to the Board, applicants must submit 
a standard job application through the Tribe’s Human Resources 
Department, as well as agree to a State of Colorado background 
check.  Please submit letters to the Southern Ute Wildlife Division 
at P.O. Box 737, Ignacio CO  81137.  For more information, please 
contact the Wildlife Division at 970-563-0130. Letters of interest 
will be accepted through Wednesday, July 31, 2019.

YOUTH TRIBAL MEMBER NEEDED FOR 
WILDLIFE ADVISORY BOARD
Open Until Filled – The Tribe is seeking an enrolled Southern 
Ute youth to fill a special youth-only seat on the Tribal Member 
Wildlife Advisory Board. The 1-year Tribal Member only posi-
tion – between the ages of 14 and 18 – may be renewed annually, 
by request, until age 19 is reached. The Wildlife Advisory Board 
works closely with the Wildlife Division in planning and recom-
mending actions related to Tribal hunting and fishing programs, 
both on-reservation and within the Brunot treaty area. This special 
youth seat provides an outstanding opportunity for a young tribal 
member to learn about wildlife management, including traditional 
Ute and contemporary scientific perspectives. Meetings are held 
several times throughout the year, and a commitment to attend 
and participate in all meetings is expected. Eligible to receive $20/
hour compensation for meeting attendance provided he or she is 
not already employed by the Tribe. Interested tribal member youth 
must submit a brief letter of interest to the Southern Ute Wildlife 
Division at P.O. Box 737, Ignacio CO 81137. Information, contact 
the Wildlife Division at 970-563-0130.

POWWOW COMMITTEE
Open until filled – Attention: Tribal Members & other Natives. 
The Powwow Committee is seeking two (2) interested person to 
serve on the Powwow Committee. The purpose of the Committee 
is to nurture and promote a positive impression of the Southern 
Ute Tribe through songs, dances and other activities to preserve 
the culture. The Committee is a non-paid committee and meets 
bi-monthly. Interested Tribal members can submit letter of intent 
to the Powwow Committee, PO Box 737-16, Ignacio, CO 81137, 
or hand deliver to Hilda Burch at the TERO Dept. or email to 
hburch@southernute-nsn.gov. 

Owner:
Southern Ute Indian Tribe
Construction & Project 
Management Dept.
P.O. Box 737
116 Memorial Drive
Ignacio, CO 81137
970-563-0138
The Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
is requesting the submittal 
of responses to the RFP for 
Construction Services for the 
SunUte Office HVAC System. 
Responses to this RFP will 
be received by the Southern 
Ute Indian Tribe’s Construc-
tion and Project Manage-
ment Department located at 
116 Memorial Dr. in Ignacio, 
Colorado 81137 until 2 PM 
MDT, on June 3, 2019. Pro-
posals received after that time 
will not be accepted and will 
be returned unopened. Con-
tact April Toledo for a copy 
of the RFP at 970-563-0138 

or atoledo@southernute-nsn.
gov. A pre-proposal meeting is 
scheduled in Buckskin Charlie 
Conference Room, 2nd floor, 
Leonard C. Burch Adminis-
tration Building, 356 Ouray 
Drive on Southern Ute Indian 
Tribe Campus at 10:30 a.m., 
MST, May 14, 2019. A site 
visit will follow the meeting. 
The Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
Tribal Employment Rights 
Office (TERO) has established 
a preference for contracting 
and subcontracting to certified 
Indian owned businesses. For 
information on TERO, con-
tact the TERO office at 970-
563-0117. The Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids, to 
waive any informality in bids 
and to accept the bid deemed, 
in the opinion of the Tribe, to 
be in the best interest of the 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
SunUte Office HVAC Replacement

Owner:
The Southern Ute Indian 
Tribe (SUIT)
Utilities Division
PO Box 1137
16360 Hwy 172
Ignacio, CO 81137
970-563-5500
Separate sealed BIDS for 
the construction of the SUIT 
UTILITIES DIVISION 
WASTE WATER TREAT-
MENT PLANT CONCRETE 
REPAIR PROJECT will be 
received by the Owner at the 
offices of the SUIT Utili-
ties Division, until 2:00 p.m. 
(M.D.S.T.), Thursday, May 
23, 2019. The bids shall be 
reviewed by the Utilities Divi-
sion and all Contractors shall 
be notified of the qualified 
low bidder. Bid security: A 
Bid security, in the form of a 
Bid Bond, Cashiers Check or 
Certified Check in the amount 
of 5% of the bid amount, 
must accompany each Bid. 
The Successful Bidder will 
be required to furnish a Con-
struction Performance and 
Payment Bonds as security 
for the faithful performance 
of the Contract. Description 
of Work: The reinforced con-
crete oxidation ditch, clarifier, 
digester, and headworks struc-
tures at the wastewater treat-
ment plant have experienced 
spalling and deterioration 
along edges of stairs and plat-
forms, especially at safety rail-
ing post locations. The project 
consists of repairing the spall-
ed and deteriorated portions of 
the concrete structure. Only 
contractors qualified in con-
crete repair work shall be al-
lowed to bid on this project. 
The Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
Tribal Employment Rights 

Office (TERO) has established 
a preference for contracting 
and subcontracting to certified 
Indian Owned businesses. A 
bid preference of 5% will be 
given to any qualified Native 
American owned company. To 
receive this preference, Native 
American owned companies 
must be certified by the South-
ern Ute Indian Tribe’s TERO. 
Any Native American owned 
business not certified by the 
due date will not be given a 
preference. For information 
on certification, contact the 
TERO office at 970-563-0117. 
The Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
reserves the right to reject any 
and all proposals, to waive 
any informality in the bid 
process and to accept the bids 
deemed, in the opinion of the 
Tribe, to be in the best inter-
est of the Southern Ute Indian 
Tribe. Prospective BIDDERS 
are REQUIRED to attend the 
MANDATORY pre-bid meet-
ing on Thursday, May 9, 2019 
at 10 A.M. at the Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe Utilities Division 
Office, located at 16360 Hwy 
172, Ignacio, CO 81137. THE 
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS 
may be examined at the fol-
lowing location: Goff Engi-
neering & Surveying, Inc., 
126 Rock Point Drive, Suite 
A, Durango, CO 81301. 970-
247-1705. The Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe, Utilities Divi-
sion, 16360 Hwy 172, Ignacio, 
CO 81137. 970-563-5500. A 
$50 (fifty dollars), non-refund-
able deposit will be required 
for each printed set. Digital 
(PDF) plans are available by 
sending an email request to 
HUmgallegos@goffengineer-
ing.comUH or written request 
to the above address.

REQUEST FOR BID
Southern Ute Wastewater Treatment 

Plant Concrete Repair

Powerhouse 4-day Garage Sale
A four-day garage sale of historic and eclectic tools, vintage metal, furniture, antique sinks, and trinkets will take place from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. May 24-27 at the Powerhouse, 1333 Camino del Rio, Durango. All proceeds will benefit continued Powerhouse exhibits and activities.  
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Notice of Direct Final Rulemaking and  Request for Comments 
On Request for the Southern Ute Indian Tribe to apply for an Administrative Delegation of Two Federal Programs 

for managing air pollution from Minor Sources on the Southern Ute Indian Reservation

The Southern Ute Indian Tribe/State of 
Colorado Environmental Commission is 
taking direct final action requesting the 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe, by and through 
its Air Quality Program (“AQP”), to apply 
to the Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 8 for an administrative delegation 
of the Federal Minor New Source Review 
Program in Indian Country (MNSR) (cod-
ified at 40 CFR §§ 49.140 through 49.150) 
and the Federal Implementation Plan for 
Managing Air Emissions from True Minor 
Sources in Indian Country in the Oil and 
Natural Gas Production and Natural Gas 
Processing Segments of the Oil and Nat-
ural Gas Sector (FIP) (codified at 40 CFR 
§§ 49.101 through 49.105). 
I. Dates.
This action is effective on July 10, 2019 
without further notice, unless the Com-
mission receives relevant adverse com-
ments by June 10, 2019.  If the Commis-
sion receives relevant adverse comments, 
it will publish a timely withdrawal in the 
same manner in which this notice was 
published informing the public this action 
will not take effect. Administrative dele-
gation to the Tribe of the MNSR and FIP 
will become effective upon approval by 
EPA.
II. Authority under which the Tribe 
may receive Administrative Delegation 
of the MNSR and FIP.
Authority is vested in the Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe/State of Colorado Environ-
mental Commission by the Intergovern-
mental Agreement Between the Southern 
Ute Indian Tribe and the State of Colo-
rado Concerning Air Quality Control 
on the Southern Ute Indian Reservation 
dated December 13, 1999 (“IGA”), trib-

al law (Resolution of the Council of the 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe # 00-09), State 
law (C.R.S. § 24-62-101), and federal law 
(Act of October 18, 2004, Pub. L. No. 
108-336, 118 Stat.1354) to adopt rules 
and regulations for air quality programs 
applicable to all lands within the exteri-
or boundaries of the Southern Ute Indian 
Reservation (Reservation).  The Commis-
sion’s direct final rulemaking authority 
can be found in section IV.G. of the Com-
mission’s Procedural Rules.
The IGA tasked the Commission with, 
among other responsibilities, determin-
ing specific Clean Air Act programs that 
should apply on the Reservation and 
promulgating rules and regulations nec-
essary for the proper implementation and 
administration of those programs. Under 
the IGA, the Tribe is responsible for day-
to-day administration and enforcement of 
the Reservation Air Program. 
The MNSR program may be delegated to 
eligible Tribes under the authority of 40 
CFR §49.161 and the FIP may be delegat-
ed to eligible Tribe’s under the authority 
of 40 CFR §49.103.
III. Submission of comments.
Please provide any comments no later 
than June 10, 2019.  Please submit your 
comments to Danny Powers, Air Quality 
Program Manager for the Southern Ute 
Indian Tribe, by one of the following 
methods:
•	 E-mail:  dpowers@southernute-nsn.gov
•	 Mail:  Southern Ute Indian Tribe/

State of Colorado Environmental 
Commission, c/o Danny Powers, Air 
Quality Program Manager, Southern 
Ute Environmental Programs Divi-
sion, P.O. Box 737 MS# 84, Ignacio, 

Colorado, 81137
•	 Hand delivery:  Air Quality Program, 

Environmental Programs Division, 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe, 71 Mike 
Frost Way, Ignacio, Colorado, 81137

IV. Supplementary Information.
Before asking the Tribe to apply for an ad-
ministrative delegation of the MNSR and 
FIP, the Commission first asked the AQP 
to seek input on the regulation of minor 
sources on the Southern Ute Indian Res-
ervation from stakeholders and interested 
parties. The AQP conferred with and so-
licited input from the State of Colorado, 
La Plata and Archuleta counties, EPA 
Region 8, and operators of regulated oil 
and gas minor sources. All stakeholders 
and interested parties support the option 
of the Tribe applying for an administra-
tive delegation of the MNSR and FIP. The 
Commission is publishing this direct final 
action without a prior proposed action 
because it views the request for adminis-
trative delegation of the MNSR and FIP 
from EPA as noncontroversial and antici-
pates no adverse comments.  If the Com-
mission receives adverse comment, it will 
publish a timely withdrawal in the same 
manner this notice has been published in-
forming the public that the action will not 
take effect. It also will publish a notice 
of proposed rulemaking and will address 
the comments on the direct final action as 
part of that proposed rulemaking. 

For further information contact:  Danny 
Powers, Air Quality Program Manag-
er, Southern Ute Indian Tribe, P.O. Box 
737 MS#84, Ignacio, Colorado, 81137; 
telephone number 970-563-2265; e-mail 
dpowers@southernute-nsn.gov

Quichas Apartment for Rent
2BR/2.5 BA. $745/mo + utilities. No Pets. Southern Ute Tribal 
Member Preference. Must pass credit and background checks and 
have excellent references from previous landlords. Applications 
are available by email at tzink@sugf.com. Use the subject line 
Quichas Application. You can also pick them up in person at the 
GF Properties Group office, 65 Mercado Street, Suite 250, Duran-
go, CO 81301 during working hours, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. -5 
p.m. All applications must be filled out completely & legibly and 
returned by 5 p.m. Thursday, May 23, 2019. You must complete a 
new application even if you have filled one out in the past. 

2019 Tribal Fair Open Rodeo 
volunteers needed! 

The Southern Ute Culture Preservation 
Department is seeking Southern Ute tribal 
members and/or Southern Ute tribal staff who 
would like to help plan the 2019 Southern Ute 
Tribal Fair Open Rodeo. If you are interested 
please call the Special Events Coordinator, Tara 
Vigil at 970-563-2985.
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Gathering of Nations celebrates 36th year

U.S. Representative for New Mexico’s 1st congressional 
district, Deb Haaland is honored with a star quilt.

Each Grand Entry, a traditional dancer is selected to carry 
in the ceremonial head dress staff at the Gathering of 
Nations Powwow. 

A horse dancer makes his way down the street as he leads 
in the horse parade.

Golden Age dancer, Marty Pinnecoose takes a moment to 
step outside for a quick breather before he dances into the 
evening grand entry.

Dancers of all ages and styles filled the arena floor while dancing in Grand Entry. 

In front of a sold-out audience on Saturday, April 27, Cheyenn Kippenberger (center) of the Seminole Tribe of Florida was 
crowned the 36th Miss Indian World. Kippenberger was one of 17 contestants vying for the title. 

T housands of spectators, families 
and performers filled the Tingley 

Coliseum in Albuquerque, N.M. from 
Thursday, April 25 – Saturday, April 
27 to celebrate the 36th year of the 
Gathering of Nations Powwow. The 
powwow featured cultural dances, 
a horse parade along with powwow 
contests and dancing. 

Ute Mountain Ute Chairman, Harold Cuthair competes in 
the hand drum singing contest.

Photos by McKayla Lee
The Southern Ute Drum

A young grass dancer steps in synch with the rhythm of the 
drum while competing in the men’s dance category.



Newstog’omsuwiini-suukus-chipikwag’atü (11)May 10, 2019

BRUNOT

Off-Reservation treaty hunting 
rights reviewed by Supreme Court 

By Julianne Begay
Southern Ute Legal 

Department

The Supreme Court of 
the United States will soon 
make a decision in an im-
portant off-reservation treaty 
hunting rights case. While 
the case concerns the Crow 
Tribe’s off-reservation hunt-
ing rights in Wyoming, it 
could affect off-reservation 
treaty rights for many Tribes, 
including Southern Ute. 

The case is called Herre-
ra v. Wyoming. It involves 
Clayvin Herrera, a member 
of the Crow Tribe. In 2014, 
Herrera and his friends shot 
three bull elk in the Big 
Horn National Forest. He 
was criminally charged by 
Wyoming for taking big 
game without a State license 
and for hunting outside of 
the State’s elk season. Her-
rera plead not guilty to the 
charges because the Big 
Horn National Forest was 
part of the Crow Tribe’s re-
served off-reservation hunt-
ing rights in its 1868 treaty 
with the United States. The 
specific language from the 
Crow Tribe’s 1868 treaty 
states that tribal members, 
shall have the right to hunt 
on the unoccupied lands of 
the United States so long as 
game may be found thereon, 

and as long as peace sub-
sists among the whites and 
Indians on the borders of 
the hunting districts. Treaty 
with the Crow Indians, May 
7, 1868, Art. IV. 

The Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments in the case 
on January 19, 2019. The 
main issues in the case are: 
1) Whether the off-reserva-
tion hunting rights the Crow 
Tribe reserved in its 1868 
treaty ended when Wyoming 
became a state in 1890; and 
2) Whether those off-reser-
vation hunting rights termi-
nated when the Big Horn 
National Forest was estab-
lished in 1897. 

The Southern Ute Indi-
an Tribe has off-reservation 
hunting rights in Colorado. 
The Tribe reserved its off-res-
ervation hunting rights in the 
1874 Brunot Agreement. 
The 1874 Brunot Agreement 
states, “The United States 
shall permit the Ute Indians 
to hunt upon said lands so 
long as the game lasts and 
the Indians are at peace with 
the white people.” Brunot 
Agreement, Art. II. 

The “said lands” referred 
to in this section of the 
Brunot Agreement is the ap-
proximate 3.7 million acres 
of the San Juan Mountains 
region that the Utes relin-
quished under the Brunot 

Agreement. That land is now 
known as the “Brunot Area.” 
Congress ratified the Brunot 
Agreement on April 29, 
1874 and, just two years lat-
er, Colorado became a state. 
In 1905, two national for-
ests were established in the 
Brunot Area: the San Juan 
National Forest and the Un-
compahgre National Forest.

Because of the importance 
of the Tribe’s off-reserva-
tion hunting rights, the Tribe 
joined the Ute Mountain Ute 
Tribe in filing a brief in the 
Supreme Court in support of 
Clayvin Herrera. The Tribe’s 
brief focused on the assuranc-
es received when the Brunot 
Agreement was negotiated 
and the failure of either Col-
orado’s statehood a few years 
later or the creation of the San 
Juan and Uncompahgre Na-
tional Forests to defeat those 
treaty rights. 

The arguments at the Su-
preme Court seemed to go 
well for Herrera. However, 
sometimes those arguments 
do not reflect the final result. 
The Court’s decision could 
impact the legal foundation 
of treaty-based off-reserva-
tion hunting rights for many 
tribes, including the Ute 
tribes in Colorado. There-
fore, we are watching this 
case closely. The decision 
could be reached soon.

Outward Bound 72-73

Members of an 1972-1973 outward bound program, stand together for a photograph 
in the Collegiate Peaks, west of Buena Vista, Colo. The 21 day long Outward Bound 
program was sponsored by Coors Brewing of Golden, Colo. and encouraged young 
participants to explore and experience wilderness first hand. Pictures here: Rodrick 
Grove, Eloy Bellino, Larry Valdez, Danny Pedilla, and Ronnie Frost (among others 
whose names are unknown).  

courtesy Rod Grove

Pena wins land draw

The advertised 59m/1 
acre parcel was put out 
in a 45-Day Public Notice 
of Availability for an 
Agricultural Assignment; 
that posting period was 
concluded on Monday, 
April 15. All eligible tribal 
members who submitted 
a complete Tribal Land 
Assignment Application 
and Farm Plan were 
entered in a drawing that 
determined the selectee 
for the land. Southern 
Ute tribal member, Alex 
Pena’s card was drawn 
by Chairman Christine 
Sage on Tuesday, April 
23 in the Tribal Council 
Chambers.

McKayla Lee/SU Drum

Environmental Commission

Attorney Sam W. Maynes, 
a partner of Maynes, 
Bradford, Shipps & Sheft-
el, LLP, who provides legal 
counsel for the Tribe’s air 
quality program, shares 
his thoughts on the im-
plementation and adop-
tion of the Minor Source 
Program that the Tribe 
is currently reviewing — 
Wednesday, April 24. 

The newest members of the Southern Ute Indian Tribe and State of Colorado 
Environmental Commission; Pictured left to right  —  Barbara Scott-Rarick, Peter 
McCormick, Rolfe Spiegel, Peter Butler, Demi Morishige, Dan Jefferson. 

photos Jeremy Wade Shockley/SU Drum

Advertise in the Drum!
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GROWTH FUND

Stafford selected as Growth Fund 
Operating Director of  Energy

Staff report
Southern Ute Growth Fund

The Southern Ute Indi-
an Tribe would like to an-
nounce the selection of the 
new Operating Director of 
Energy for the Southern Ute 
Growth Fund, John Staf-
ford. Stafford will supervise 
ventures related to energy 
resource exploration and 
development, gas gather-
ing, processing, petroleum 
refining and transportation, 
and alternative energy. Staf-
ford will work directly with 
the Southern Ute Indian 
Tribe’s Red Willow Produc-
tion Company, Aka Energy 
Group, Red Cedar Gather-
ing Group and their affili-
ates. While serving in this 
capacity, Stafford is respon-
sible for identifying and 
evaluating opportunities for 
new investments and dives-
titures subject to approv-
al from the Growth Fund 
Management Committee 
(GFMC) and the Southern 
Ute Indian Tribal Council. 

Stafford arrived on Mon-
day, April 15. Prior to join-
ing the Southern Ute Growth 
Fund, Stafford was the Pres-
ident of Laris Oil & Gas, 
LLC, a private oil and gas 
exploration company which 
he founded in 2002. He was 
also the Vice President & 
General Counsel for Patina 
Oil & Gas Corporation, a 
publicly traded company on 
the NYSE that was subse-
quently acquired by Noble 
Energy for $4.9 billion. 

As an attorney in pri-

vate practice he represented 
several clients that entered 
into Section 29 Tax Credit 
transactions with the South-
ern Ute Indian Tribe. These 
transactions enabled the 
Tribe to benefit financially 
from the enhanced devel-
opment of coalbed methane 
and tight gas reservoirs. Pri-
or to becoming an Environ-
mental and Oil & Gas attor-
ney, Stafford was a Senior 
Geologist for ARCO Oil & 
Gas Company, where his 
work included operations on 
other Indian reservations. 

Stafford is a graduate of 
Syracuse University (BS in 
Geology), Texas A&M Uni-
versity (MS in Geological 
Oceanography, and Univer-
sity of Denver (JD). He is a 
professional geologist in the 
State of Wyoming and is li-
censed to practice law in both 
Colorado and Wyoming. 

Chairman Sage stated, 
“The Tribe looks forward to 
the expertise and experience 
Mr. Stafford brings as the 
new Southern Ute Growth 
Fund Operating Director of 
Energy.”

Casias to Ethics Commission

Former Chairwoman and Chief Judge, Pearl E. Casias is sworn-in to serve on the 
Ethics Commission, Wednesday, May 8 in the Tribal Court by Judge Paul Whistler.

courtesy Bertha Box

Lindsay Box/SU Council Affairs

49 Lounge, open for business

Sky Ute Casino Resort General Manager, Charlie Flagg cuts the ceremonial ribbon, 
during a small ceremony for the 49 Lounge, Friday, May 4 in the Sky Ute Casino 
Resort. The newly renovated 49 Lounge opens at noon, and patrons can try their 
luck on the IGT bar-top machines while watching their favorite sporting event on any 
of the flat screens, or lounge on any of the comfy leather chairs and couches while 
watching the huge nine-screen monitor display.

Robert L. Ortiz/SU Drum

weeds and trash cleaned up, 
snow removal in the winter,” 
Zink said. In the building 
systems, it’s understanding 
power, HVAC, and telecom-
munications – preventative 
maintenance. “That’s why it 
is a three-year program,” he 
stated. “The big picture here 
is if someone is trained on 
the Growth Fund side, they 
can [take that experience 
and] work on the Permanent 
Fund side. Training here 
would prepare someone to 
work other assets.” 

Level 1, which is up to a 
year on the job, trainee would 
learn and understand build-
ing maintenance in addition 
to landscaping and agricul-
tural know how. Commu-
nication skills are also em-
phasized. Level 2, involves 
more training courses, more 
responsibility; trainee ad-
vances forward with skill 
sets from the first year. Level 
3, involves assuming many 
of the responsibilities and 
assisting, as well as comple-
tion of all required courses 
and certificates. 

“They are going to get 

a lot of experience; what 
it takes to make a building 
run, to keep the value up,” 
added Stacy Toppin, facil-
ities manager for GF Prop-
erties Group. “We are often 
overseeing contractors, co-
ordinating and scheduling. 
It is real world experience 
– a good foundation for the 
future.”

There is also the natural 
aspect of this job, we get 
to be stewards of the land, 
Toppin emphasized. The 
ranchers who lease the ag 
portion of the Three Springs 

property manage fence re-
pairs and other upkeep, but 
the Facilities Technician 
plays a key role in insuring 
that gates are closed, over-
seeing irrigation and trail 
systems on the property. 

The job application posted 
to The Southern Ute Indian 
Tribe’s website on May, 1, 
and closes at 5 p.m. on Friday, 
May 31. Once the three-year 
training program is complete, 
a successful applicant would 
then continue to be employed 
with GF Properties Group in 
Three Springs. 

GF Properties seeks TM • from page 1

Jeremy Wade Shockley/SU Drum
Stacy Toppin, facilities manager for GF Properties Group 
oversees a variety of aspects of the Three Springs property, 
including undeveloped ranchland leased for grazing cattle. 

Community
Yard Sale

Saturday
May 11, 2019
9 AM – 1 PM
Multi-Purpose

Facility
Ignacio, CO

Call to reserve your 
space Free set-up

Free admission
970-563-2640
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Mamakwanhkapu
“Bear Dance”
BEAR DANCE

It’s time to make your T-dresses, Skirts, 
Moccasins & Shawls

Saturday, May 11, 10 AM - 3 PM
Classes are to provide instructions for projects.

Bring current projects to finish during class time. Provide your own material for 
projects, such as leather, material for clothing and shawls, fringe, etc.

Instructors: Hanley Frost, Sr. & SkyDawn Moccasin-Flower
A Southern Ute Museum & Southern Ute Cultural Preservation Dept. collaboration
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Celebrating 50 Years of Native Journalism

SHELL FIRE 
Published: August 4, 1977

The Southern Ute operated Shell Station was gutted with 
fire and three employees were taken to the hospital with 
burns on Monday, July 31, 1977. It was unknown at the 
time what caused the fire as multiple factors could have 
been the cause. 

“TRIBAL FILM STARS” 
Published: December 2, 1974

Mrs. Belle Cuthair and Mrs. Thelma Kuebler are the 
subjects of a camera close up during the filming of the 
final sequence of a film called “Winterhawk” at Purgatory. 
Seventeen tribal members were hired to play the part of a 
Native American band who came into contact with a group 
of mountain men.  

PINO NUCHE STAFF PHOTO
Published: February 18, 1977

Pictured are members of the Pino Nuche staff in early 
1977. Approximately 50 staff members operated the hotel, 
restaurant and community center complex. 

T hursday, May 9, 2019 marks the 
50th anniversary of the Southern 

Ute Drum. To celebrate this special 
occasion, this special edition of the Drum 
highlights some of the most memorable 
articles, photographs and historical 
events published over the past 50 years. 



MOUACHE CAPOTA SIGN
Published: June 6, 1985

Orian Box and a small crew erected the Muache-Capota sign during the Southern 
Ute Bear Dance. According to Box, the sign was dedicated to the youth and cultural 
heritage of the Southern Ute ancestors. Picture are Axle Joseph, Jim Jefferson, Orian’s 
nephew Buffy Joseph, John Baker Jr., Clayborn Scott, Orian Box, Bonnie K. Baker, and 
Eddie Box Sr.  

THRIFTWAY GENERAL STORE GROUNDBREAKING 
Published: July 12, 1985

Groundbreaking ceremonies were held for the Southern Ute General Store (later Thriftway) 
on Tuesday July 2, 1985. Pictured are Ernestine Burch, Jack McKelvey, Randy Baker, 
Lillian Seibel, Leon Hopkins, Dallas Reynolds, and Chris Baker Sr. 

COUNCIL ATTENDS INAUGURATION
Published: January 24, 1975

Gov. Lamm poses with tribal group in his office following 
inauguration.

Published: March 11, 1983



CASINO OPENING 
Credit: Robert Baker
Published: September 3, 1993

The Sky Ute Lodge and Casino officially opened its doors 
September 1, 1993. Tribal members were allowed to visit 
from 4-6 p.m. The doors were officially opened at 6 p.m. 
and was open until 4 a.m. Approximately 2,500 people 
visited on the first day. Pictured is Leora Burch trying her 
luck at a table game. 

LITEFOOT VISIT	
Photo credit: Roberta Cook
Published: November 22, 1996

Litefoot was a hit with all of Ignacio. Rapper and actor 
Litefoot visited the Ignacio High School and Southern 
Ute Education Center where he talked with students and 
gave a small performance on Wednesday, November 
14, 1996. Pictured is Litefoot with elder Naomie Red. 

FIRST FULL COLOR PICTURE
Photo credit: Monica Lujan 
Published: November 24, 1995

Students of the Southern Ute Education Center After School Enrichment Program 
celebrated Native American Heritage Month by making frybread with the help of Lillie 
Frost. Pictured are Angel Herrera, Tristan Jefferson, and Michelle Pena. This is one of 
the first full color pictures published in the Drum. 

FOUR CORNERS IRON HORSE RALLY 
Photo credit: Ernest Pinnecoose 
Published: September 17, 1993

Sky Ute Downs held the first Four Corners Iron Horse Motorcycle Rally Sept. 2 through Sept. 5, 1993. Approximately 
8,000 bikes parked in the Downs throughout the weekend and was considered a massive success.

RIBBON-CUTTING MARKS OPENING OF ACADEMY 
Photo credit: Dave Brown
Published: September 8, 2000

The entire 29-member staff (left photo) of the Southern Ute Academy stands facing the 
audience after being introduced during the ribbon-cutting ceremonies for the Academy 
on August 31, 2000 in Veterans Park. Southern Ute Tribal Chairman (right photo) John 
E. Baker Jr. raises his hand in celebration after cutting the red ribbon to culminate the 
ceremony which blessed and dedicated the facility to be known as the Southern Ute 
Indian Academy.  

Ribbon-Cutting Marks Opening of Academy

Published: June 20, 1997

Published: January 13, 1992

Published: May 23, 1997



“BGC ON ITS WAY”
Photo credit: Beth Santistevan 
Published: April 14, 2006

Michael Coffman, Regional Service Director for Boys and Girls Clubs of America was 
in Ignacio on Monday, April 10, 2006. Pictured are Coffman, council members Michelle 
Olguin, Ramona Eagle, John Washington, Matthew Box, and Chief Professional Officer 
for BGC, McKean Walton.

“THE CIRCLE TAKES SHAPE”
Photo credit: Jimmy Newton 
Published: July 12, 2002

Construction began on the new Tribal Affairs building and Tribal Council Chambers 
just west of the Southern Ute Academy and SunUte Community center. The building 
is designed in a circular shape.

FIRST LADY VISITS FORT LEWIS
Photo credit: Jeremy Wade Shockley 
Published: October 19, 2012

First Lady Michelle Obama addresses attendees during a campaign stop at Fort Lewis 
College in Durango on October 10, 2012.  

ANIMAS SPILL
Photo credit: Damon Toledo
Published: August 21, 2015

A before and after shot of the Animas River after the spill from the Gold King Mine. The 
photo with the heavy discoloration of the river water was taken 24 hours after at the 
Animas Park Bridge. 

“HISTORY IN THE MAKING”
Photo credit: Jeremy Wade Shockley 
Published: April 22, 2011

Pearl E. Casias made history on April 13, 2011 when she was sworn in as 
the Southern Ute Indian Tribe’s Chairwoman, becoming the first woman ever 
to take the chair position. Ute Mountain Ute Chairman Gary Hayes honored 
Casias with a blanket.

SKY UTE CASINO & RESORT OPEN DOORS TO TRIBAL MEMBERS
Photo credit: Robert Ortiz
Published: August 29, 2008

Ben Fernandez – Executive Director of Business Strategy/Marketing points out the 
construction of the new bowling lanes being installed in the new “Rolling Thunder Bowling 
Lanes” of the new Sky Ute Casino & Resort during the first tour of Tribal Members, held 
Saturday August 23, 2008. The tours were given by casino employees to approximately 300 
people, who were all anxious to see the interior, although some of it still under construction. 

Published: May 3, 2002
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AP/AR Clerk
Closing 5/20/19 – Vendor setup and mainte-
nance and filing of documents relating to vendor 
setup. Assists with processing accounts payable 
including vendor invoices, travel per diems, 
and check requests, including creating payment 
vouchers, matching to PO’s and receivers, and 
generating checks. Pay grade 14; $12.93/hour. 

Boys & Girls Club Aide – Summer Program
Closing 5/10/19 – Assists in the implementa-
tion, planning, and supervision of activities 
provided within the Boys & Girls Club (BGC) 
summer program, which runs May 27 – Aug. 9. 
Pay grade 12; $10.91/hour.

Construction Services Repairman
Closing 5/14/19 – Assists in home repair to 
Tribal Home Rehab Programs, Elders Main-
tenance Program, Tribal Member and Elderly/
Handicapped Emergency Repair, and Tribal 
Rental Units. Pay grade 15; $14.22/hour.

Environmental Compliance Specialist
Closing 5/21/19 – Under the Supervision of 
the Environmental Compliance Manager, de-
velops and administers the Tribal Brownfields 
grant program and supports compliance activ-
ities throughout the Reservation. Position is 
grant funded. Continued employment is con-
tingent upon renewed grant funding. Pay grade 
18; $18.96/hour. 

Group Exercise Instructor (Part-time)
Closing 5/15/19 – Provides group exercise in-
struction and fitness activities to members of 
the Sun Ute Community Center, in accordance 
with the guidelines established and approved 
by Fitness Director and/or Community Center 
Director. Pay grade 16; $15.65/hour.

Special Needs Aide
Closing 5/20/19 – Assists Southern Ute Indian 
Montessori Academy disabled and special needs 
students with educational, physical, emotional, 
and social growth and development under di-
rection of a certified guide or specialists. Assists 
with life skills, academic success and meeting 
IEP (Individual Education Plan) objectives. Po-
sition begins 8/19/19. Pay grade 13; $12/hour.

SunUte Community Center Front Desk At-
tendant (Part-time)
Closing 5/15/19 – Assuring an efficient entry 
and exit point for members of the Community 
Center, to include providing reception duties to 
the public by telephone and in person, greet-
ing, screening and assisting customers, moni-
toring member access control, and maintaining 
class registration. Pay grade 12; $10.91/hour.

Swimming Instructor (Part-time)
Closing 5/15/19 – Under supervision of Aquat-
ics Coordinator, instructs American Red Cross 
individual and group swimming lessons at 
the SunUte aquatics facility. Preparation of 
class, instruction of individuals, break down 
of equipment, and all documentation associat-
ed with SunUte individual swimming lessons 
and the American Red Cross. Pay grade 16; 
$15.65/hour.

Umpire/Referee
Closing 5/22/19 – Maintains rules and regula-
tions on the playing field and courts during Sun 
Ute Recreation Department sporting events. 
Pay grade 19; $21.32/hour. 

Clinical Supervisor
Open until filled – Senior level position that 
provides clinical supervision to staff case-
workers providing a full range of intake and/or 
ongoing social casework services for a variety 
of program areas such as child abuse and ne-
glect cases, youth-in-conflict cases, and adults 
unable to protect their own interests. Provides 
clinical supervision and oversees Family Pres-
ervation and the Foster Care Program Coordi-
nator. Paygrade 22; $61,872/year.

Lifeguard
Lifeguard activities at the Community Recre-
ation Center swimming pool, in accordance 
with the guidelines established and approved 
by Fitness Director and/or Community Center 
Director. Pay grade 12; $10.91/hour.

Occupational Therapist (Part-time w/benefits)
Open until filled – Professional position within 
the Department of Private Education. Works 
with Southern Ute Indian Montessori Acade-
my students in need of occupational therapy 
services. Pay grade 20; $23.51/hour.

Patrol Officer
Open until filled – Patrols the Southern Ute In-
dian Reservation and is responsible for preserv-
ing the life and property of all citizens within the 
Tribal Community. Pay grade 19; $21.32/hour.

Physical Therapist
Works in the tribal health center with diabe-
tes-specific patients and provides homecare for 
Southern Ute Tribal Members. Expected to as-
sess, plan, organize, and participate in rehabilita-
tive programs that improve mobility, relieve pain, 
increase strength, and improve or correct dis-
abling conditions resulting from disease or injury.

Physical Therapist (Part-time w/ benefits)
Professional position in the Department of Pri-
vate Education. Works with Southern Ute Indian 
Montessori Academy students in need of physi-
cal therapy services. Pay grade 20; $23.51/hour.

Principal
Administrative oversight, including planning, 
development, implementation and evaluation 
of the teaching program provided through the 
Southern Ute Indian Montessori Academy for 
children ages birth through thirteen. Pay grade 
22; $61,872/year.

Speech & Language Therapist (Part-time w/ 
benefits)
Open until filled – Professional position within 
the Department of Private Education. Works 
with Southern Ute Indian Montessori Acade-
my students in need of speech and language 
therapy services. Pay grade 20; $23.51/hour.

Summer Youth Employment Program Workers
Open until filled – Southern Ute Tribal Mem-
bers or first descendants only. Under general 
supervision of the Youth Employment Program 
Coordinator, Youth Employment Program 
Aide, or Tribal Department Directors, Divi-
sion Heads, or Managers, the Youth Employ-
ment Program Worker performs job duties as 
directed and participates in activities provided 
within the SUIT Education Youth Employment 
Program. Summer program is designed to pro-
vide employment from June to August 2019, 
with extensions available to make up hours 
missed due to illness or absence. 

Southern Ute Indian Tribe • Job announcements
Visit the the tribe’s website at www.southernute-nsn.gov/jobs for complete job descriptions.
If you need help filling out an online application, please come the Human Resources office 

and we are happy to assist you on our applicant computer stations.
ALL EMPLOYMENT APPLICATIONS ARE TO BE SUBMITTED ONLINE 

Applicants and employees, be sure the HR Dept. has your current contact information on 
file. Human Resources accepts applications for temporary employment on an ongoing basis. 

Southern Ute Indian Tribe, Human Resources • P.O. Box 737 - Ignacio, CO 81137 
Phone: 970-563-0100 ext. 2424 • Fax: 970-563-0302 • Hotline: 970-563-4777 

AV Technician (Full-time)
Set-up, breakdown, support and repairs of all 
AV equipment within hotel rooms, equipment 
rooms, conference rooms and special events by 
the direction of the AV Lead System Engineer. 
Will interface directly with customers, both in-
ternal and external, on a daily basis. Required 
that you set up and breakdown of audio and 
visual equipment for meetings, conferences 
and special events. Must have a valid driver’s 
license and must be insurable with the South-
ern Ute Indian Tribe.

Barista (Full-time)
Greet and provide exceptional guest service to 
all guests. Preparing specialty coffee drinks, 
beverages and menu service in a Bistro and 
coffee operation. Take and prepare orders. In 
addition to strong guest service skills, baristas 
need to be able to listen carefully to guest or-
ders and prepare drinks correctly. Accountable 
for accurately totaling food and beverage pur-
chases, collecting payment and making change 
while ensuring that each guest receives superior 
guest service. Must have High School Diploma 
or equivalency and be at least 18 years old. 

*Bell Person (Full-time)
Will be mainly responsible for assisting our 
Casino guests upon check in and check out 
and throughout their stay under the direction 
of the Rooms Division Manager. Assistance 
may include; but not limited to: luggage assis-
tance, directions/maps, providing our guest at 
Sky Ute Casino Resort with a warm welcome, 
helping the front desk with daily operations, 
driving guests to/from the airport and assist-
ing with phones as needed. Must be at least 21 
years old. Must have a High School Diploma 
or equivalency. Must have valid driver’s li-
cense and must be insurable with the Southern 
Ute Indian Tribe.

Event Staff (Full-time)
The Banquet Event Staff’s primary responsi-
bilities include assisting in set-up, serving, tear 
down, clean-up and re-set of events in all ban-
quet areas. Will act as a guest service represen-
tative at Banquets and related events. Achieve 
and maintain the highest level of guest service, 
as well as maintaining professional interac-
tions, safe working conditions and teamwork. 
Must have food handling experience. Must be 
at least 18 years old, 21 years of age or older 
preferred in order to serve alcohol. Must have a 
valid driver’s license and must be driver insur-
able with the Southern Ute Indian Tribe.

Facilities Staff (Full-time)
Operation of equipment, environmental condi-
tion and appearance of the facility and grounds. 
Responsible for the cleanliness, maintenance 
and repair of the facility, equipment and build-
ing. Must be at least 18 years old. Must have 
a High School Diploma or GED. Must have 
a valid driver’s license and must be insurable 
with the Southern Ute Indian Tribe.

*Player Development Manager (Full-time)
Daily operations and administrative duties of 
the Sky Ute Casino Resort Player Develop-
ment department. Operational oversight and 
administration of the staffing requirements and 
schedules of the Casino Hosts, Player’s Club 

Supervisor, and Player’s Club Representatives. 
Guest service and retention of High Value 
Players, and guests to Sky Ute Casino Resort, 
increasing and managing rated players and 
assuring that all guests have a quality gaming 
experience. Must be at least 21 years old. Must 
have a High School Diploma or equivalency 
required; Bachelor’s Degree preferred. Must 
have a minimum of four years’ experience as 
a Casino Host and/or PD Supervisor and/or 
equivalent combination of six years direct in-
teraction with guests in a gaming environment. 

Room Attendant (Full-time)
Thoroughly cleaning (20) hotel guest rooms 
and performing routine duties individually in 
a fast paced work environment. Cleaning hotel 
room by wiping, washing, scrubbing, vacu-
uming, sweeping and mopping all areas of the 
guest rooms. Requires the ability to bend, lift, 
stand and walk throughout the shift. Duties are 
physically demanding and stressful at times, 
particularly during peak season periods. Clean-
ing an average of 12 guest rooms and during 
peak season, up to 20 guest rooms per shift. 

*Multi-Games Dealer (On-call)
Deals blackjack (Class 3), three card poker, 
roulette and specialty games while providing 
a positive guest experience through accurate, 
prompt, courteous and efficient service. Re-
ports to the Table Games Manager or as other-
wise designated. Must be at least 21 years old. 
Must have a High School Diploma or equiv-
alency. Must have 6 months experience as a 
table games dealer OR Dealer School Certifi-
cation. Must pass audition demonstrating pro-
ficiency in blackjack, three card poker, roulette 
and specialty games.

Server (Full-time)
Provide an exceptional dining experience by 
delivering first class guest service of food and 
beverages to include: taking the order and de-
livering food and beverage items. Handle tasks 
in a friendly, courteous, helpful, timely and 
professional manner resulting in a high level 
of guest satisfaction. High school diploma or 
equivalency and be at least 18 years old. Min-
imum one (1) year waitress/waiter experience 
and cashiering and food service experience.

*Surveillance Video Technician (Full-time)
The Surveillance Video Technician installs, re-
pairs, and performs preventative maintenance 
on all surveillance CCTV systems and related 
equipment to industry and internal standards. 
Must be at least 21 years old and have a High 
School Diploma or equivalency. CCTV and/or 
electronics 2-year degree OR two (2) years of 
equivalent experience is required.

*Surveillance Agent II (Full-time)
Ensuring a safe and secure environment for Ca-
sino customers and employees by observing, 
reporting and recording gaming and non-gam-
ing activity using surveillance equipment to 
abide by all procedures, gaming regulations, 
and policies and protect the Southern Ute tribal 
assets from illegal and questionable activities. 
Must have high school diploma or equivalent 
and be 21 years old.

*Must be 21 years old.

Sky Ute Casino Resort • Job announcements
Visit our website at www.skyutecasino.com to view job openings and apply online.

Human Resources • Phone: 970-563-1311 • PO Box 340, Ignacio, CO 81137
TERO-Native American Preference • All Applicants Welcome • All Jobs Open Until Filled

Must pass pre-employment drug test, background check, qualify for and maintain 
a Division of Gaming License and be able to work all shifts, weekends or holidays.

Desktop Support Supervisor – SUSS (Ignacio, CO)
Closing 5/13/19 – Supervise the day-to-day activities of the Desktop Support professionals who 
provide technical support to the organization’s information systems to ensure the systems and hard-
ware resources function effectively and reliably. Activities of the team may include installing, con-
figuring, administering, and maintaining a large number of computer systems.

Southern Ute Shared Services • Job announcements
Please visit our website at www.southernute.com/careers for full job details and to apply online.
Tribal Member employment preference • Must pass pre-employment drug test/background check. 

Southern Ute Growth Fund, Human Resources • P.O. Box 367 • Ignacio, CO
Phone: 970-563-5064 • Job hotline: 970-563-5024.

Facilities Technician Trainee – GF Proper-
ties (Durango, CO)
Closing 5/31/19 – Trainee program is designed 
to provide training, mentoring and on the job 
experience for up to three years in order to 
learn and be responsible for monitoring and 
operational services for building, property, and 
land maintenance to the Mercado Office Build-
ings, local residential rentals, developed and 
vacant land at Three Springs and other proper-
ties in the local area, to include physical work 
necessary to address job assignments.

Accounting Technician – Red Cedar Gath-
ering (Durango, CO)
Closing 5/10/19 – Provides accounting and ad-
ministrative support to Red Cedar Gathering’s 
purchasing, engineering and operations groups. 
Assists with payroll process, interfacing with 
Southern Ute Indian Tribe payroll department 
to ensure accurate, timely delivery of time re-
cords. Presents a positive and professional im-
age to internal customers and vendors.

President/COO – Red Willow Production 
(Ignacio, CO)
Closing 5/10/19 – Works collaboratively with 
the Operating Director and Growth Fund 
Management Committee to identify Red Wil-
low Production Company (RWPC) goals 
and objectives. Directs company activities to 

achieve approved goals and objectives. Pro-
vides administrative and supervisory oversight 
to company employees and project activities. 
Provides recommendations and reports to the 
Growth Fund Management Committee and 
Tribal Council. Authorizes or delegates all 
management decisions not requiring higher 
approval. Serves as company spokesperson in 
external relations.

Pipeline Systems Operator – Red Cedar 
Gathering (Durango, CO)
Closing 5/15/19 – Performing all pipeline 
equipment and facility operations, mainte-
nance, and installations including specific 
DOT tasks as required. 

Assistant Controller – Red Cedar Gathering 
(Durango, CO)
Closing 5/15/19 – Assisting the Red Cedar 
Controller as directed in managing all ac-
counting functions, to include establishing 
and maintaining Red Cedar’s accounting prin-
ciples, practices, and procedures; managing 
monthly accounting tasks including AR, AP, 
general ledger management, and generation of 
financial statements; bank reconciliations and 
cash management; establishing and maintain-
ing credit records; assisting in the preparation 
and reconciliation of budgets and annual finan-
cial statements, and reporting as required.

Southern Ute Growth Fund • Job announcements
Please visit our website at www.sugf.com/jobs.asp for full job details and to apply online.

Tribal Member employment preference • Must pass pre-employment drug test/background check. 
Southern Ute Growth Fund, Human Resources • P.O. Box 367 • Ignacio, CO

Phone: 970-563-5064 • Job hotline: 970-563-5024.

House for Sale
3 bedroom, 2 bathrooms, Cedar Point, Sagebrush Ave., Ignacio, CO. Asking price $174,000. Liv-
ing room has laminate wood floor, carpet in bedrooms, back yard fenced, one shed with electric 
hook up, sprinkler system works for front yard. Serious inquires only leave message 970-563-3161.

Seeking 2019 Bear Dance Feast Head Cook
Bear Dance Chief, Matthew Box is seeking a head cook for the 2019 Bear Dance Feast 
Monday, May 27. The head cook will be responsible for preparing the stew & corn, as well 
as finding volunteers to serve & clean up. All the ingredients will be provided. The Head 
Cook is open to Tribal Members first. Must have a current Food Handler’s certificate for 
yourself and helpers who will be preparing food. A monetary stipend will be given to the 
head cook. If interested contact Special Events Coordinator, Tara Vigil at 970-563-2985.
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Your weekend forecast!

 	 May 4	 May 11	 May 18	 May 26	 June 3

LOCAL IGNACIO WEATHER

Friday, May 10

55˚F cloudy
Morning showers/thunderstorms 70%

Saturday, May 11

59˚F mostly cloudy
Afternoon showers/thunderstorms 50%

Sunday, May 12

63˚F partly sunny
Chance of showers/thunderstorms

Weather forecasts collected from www.weather.gov

Answers for crossword in April 26 issue of the Drum: 
Across: 1 Sara, 5 Sra, 8 Afar, 9 Nulato, 13 Lincoln Park, 15 Troth, 16 Haul, 17 Senior, 
19 Asea, 20 Chief, 22 CFCs, 25 Meeker, 29 El Al, 30 Omani, 31 Report cards, 34 Teepee, 
35 Leak, 36 Eft, 37 Ents. 
Down: 1 Salts, 2 Afire, 3 Ran on, 4 Arctic Slope, 5 SNL, 6 Run, 7 Alpha female, 10 AAAs, 
11 True, 12 Okla, 14 Oh oh, 18 Rim, 21 EEOC, 22 Cert, 23 Flee, 24 Cape, 26 Karen, 
27 End at, 28 Risks, 32 Ref, 33 Tet.

The Southern Ute Drum’s
Crossword Puzzle 

Answers for this crossword will appear in May 24 issue of the Drum.

Across
1 	 “Billy, don’t --- Hero”
4 	 Country star Whitman
8 	 Sprawl
9 	 Confuses act via dazzling light
12 	Year in Tuscany
13 	Folded egg dish
14 	Rural region
16 	--- Day, who retrieved Navajo	
	 blankets from Massacre Cave
17 	Absolute beauty
18 	Idle
23 	Thread cutter
24 	Acapulco article
25 	Announces one’s intention to
	 fight
31 	Schlepping
32 	Actress Jennifer of “Pride and
	 Prejudice”
33 	Antsy
34 	Burden
35 	Unknown Richards
36 	Ronald Reagan’s “Star Wars”
	 program

Down
1 	 Cher’s ex, Sonny
2 	 Southern Vermont Abenaki tribe
3 	 --- ¡lvarez de Pineda, Spanish
	 explorer slain by the Huastec
4 	 Abnormal tides caused by
	 high winds
5 	 Former WTO Director-General
	 Pascal ---
6 	 “Big Rock Candy Mountain”
	 singer Burl ---
7 	 Sinister
8 	 QuÈbec’s --- Saint-Jean
10 	Yielded
11 	Agenda components
15 	Chinese ultimate principle
18 	Embellish
19 	Affix with rope
20 	Anthony Hopkins villain
21 	67.5∞ direction
22 	Canvas supports
26 	Fashionable beach resort
27 	She was once paired with Brad
28 	“--- have thought it?”
29 	Jai ---, Basque ball game
30 	Herring color?

Lady Cats drop season finale • from page 1
competitors and every sin-
gle time we play them we 
learn so much from them. 
So, it was so tempting for 
me to go play them, but I 
really, really wanted to play 
my Senior Day game.”

“It meant so much to me,” 
she continued. “Since I first 
got injured they kept telling 
me that if I played and got 
injured more, I wouldn’t be 
able to play again. I definite-
ly gave it my all.”

Willing to bypass one 
last crack at BHS and just 
as willing to harbor hopes 
of playing Alamosa – if her 
body, specifically her left 
hip, felt up to the task “when 
... the adrenalin goes down” 
– Ignacio’s lone senior felt 
little pain after Amanda 

Henderson lofted a ball over 
Lady Viking goalie Violet 
Barton in the 18th minute to 
give IHS a 1-0 lead.

“I wanted to help our se-
nior, Briana, get a win before 
she graduates,” said Hender-
son. “We were all working 
hard ... to get (the ball) up 
there, and when I saw it I 
was like, ‘I’ll get it, I’ll get 
it!’ because Ebonee Gomez 
was going for it as well.”

“I shot it, and I was just 
hoping I would get it to the 
center, but ... I was too excited, 
it went higher than I expect-
ed – and it went in! Dropped 
right in, and it was great!”

“It was so amazing!” Du-
ran agreed. “All the girls ... 
were doing everything we 
were talking about – going 

up on the wings, crossing it 
back in – and I was so proud 
to finally see ... it in a game.”

After Riepel denied a 
Lady Viking penalty kick in 
the 26th minute, Center tied 
the score in the 27th when 
Giselle Almeida incredibly 
bent a corner kick into the 
net at Riepel’s back post. 
But Chapman scored in the 
47th and 73rd, and Brian-
na Henderson then calmly 
cashed, from about 20 yards 
out, an intercepted Barton 
goal kick in the 76th to 
punctuate the victory.

“That was great,” grinned 
Amanda Henderson. “I was 
kind of looking, like, ‘Is she 
going to kick it?’ And then 
she kicked it ... in, and it 
was amazing.”

All Nations Skate jammers 

Ignacio students depart for Albuquerque, N.M. on Saturday, April 27 to attend the All 
Nations Skate Jam competition; Darius Aguilar, Daymien Aguilar, Andreas Gomez, 
Cyrus Naranjo, Vincent Naranjo, Nate Hendren, and Elliot Hendren would compete at 
Los Altos Skate Park in Albuquerque.

Maria Rivera/Special to the Drum

Competition started with 12-and-under; 
Elliot Hendren was the first to compete, 
then 13-17-year-olds; Nate Hendren, 
Cyrus Naranjo, and Vincent Naranjo.

There was a blessing of the skatepark 
and a prayer song. The announcer 
spoke about being kind and respectful to 
everyone, and to remember those that are 
not here, and to seek help from friends, 
family, teachers, and grandparents if you 
are feeling that you can’t take it anymore.

Virgil Morgan/SunUte

Virgil Morgan/SunUte


